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Health  Department, 

Town  Hall, 

Hereford, 
March,  1926. 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Councillors  of  the 

City  of  Hereford. 


I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the  Health 
of  the  City  for  the  year  1925,  and  the  Report  on  the  School  Medical 
Services  for  the  same  period. 

NEW  LEGISLATION. — Three  important  Acts  bearing  on 
Public  Health  came  into  operation  during  1925 — The  Milk  and 
Dairies  (Consolidation)  Act,  1915  ; The  Housing  Act,  1925,  and 
the  Public  Health  Act,  1925.  Part  of  the  last  Act  is  adoptive, 
and  I have  recommended  that  it  should  be  adopted  by  your  Council. 
In  addition  to  Acts  of  Parliament,  there  have  been  several  new 
Orders  made  under  various  existing  Acts  principally  affecting 
the  production  and  sale  of  foods. 

HOUSING. — During  the  year  33  houses  were  completed  by 
private  enterprise,  and  52  as  part  of  a Municipal  Scheme.  The 
total  number  of  houses  built  in  England  and  Wales  since  the  War 
amounted  at  30th  September,  1925,  to  586,129,  or  one  house  for 
every  66  persons.  In  Hereford  the  figure  was  one  house  for  every 
59  persons,  and  it  would  be  one  house  for  every  44  persons  if  the 
houses  then  in  course  of  erection  were  completed.  In  the  lists 
of  houses  kept  under  Article  27  of  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regu- 
lations, 1925,  there  appear  137  houses  which  will  be  represented 
as  unfit  as  occasion  arises,  and  there  are  a further  204  houses 
which  are  below  a reasonable  standard  of  fitness. 

STATISTICS. — The  death  rate  for  1925  was  12.2,  the  birth 
rate  18.3,  and  the  infantile  mortality  rate  45.  The  corresponding 
rates  for  England  and  Wales  were  : Death  rate  12.2,  birth  rate  18.3, 
and  infantile  mortality  rate  75.  A factor  given  by  the  Registrar 
General  for  standardising  the  death  rate  for  Hereford  reduces  the 
figure  to  10.2.  The  infantile  mortality  rate  is  the  lowest  ever 
recorded  in  the  City,  being  30  per  thousand  lower  than  the  general 
rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. — Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever 
were  more  prevalent  than  of  late — there  being  36  and  44  cases 
respectively.  The  disease  continues  to  be  of  a mild  type,  and  there 
were  no  deaths.  There  were  five  cases  of  Enteric  Fever,  two  of 
these  cases  contracted  the  disease  outside  Hereford,  and  in  the 
other  three  cases  there  were  possibilities  of  this.  None  of  the 
cases  were  in  any  way  associated  with  each  other. 

SCHOOL  MEDICAL  SERVICE.  — 1,183  children  were 
medically  examined  in  course  of  Routine  Medical  Inspection  at 
the  Schools.  The  number  of  children  attending  the  Minor  Ailment 
Clinic  was  1,529,  compared  with  1,079  in  1924.  The  work  of  this 
Clinic  has  increased  considerably.  Arrangements  have  been  made 
for  the  School  Dentist  to  devote  an  additional  hour  per  week  to  the 
treatment  of  school  children.  The  problem  of  the  cleanliness  of 
the  school  child  still  remains  difficult.  It  is  intimately  associated 
with  unsatisfactory  conditions  in  the  home. 

In  conclusion,  I have  to  acknowledge  the  sympathetic  con- 
sideration you  have  given  to  all  matters  I have  laid  before  you, 
the  loyal  co-operation  of  the  Staff  of  the  Health  Department, 
and  the  kind  assistance  of  other  Corporation  Officials. 


I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


A.  MIDDLETON  BROWN,  M.D. 
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CITY  OF  HEREFORD. 


1925. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  5,031  acres 

Population  (1921)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23,250 

Estimated  Population  to  the  middle  of  1925  ...  ...  24,360 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (estimated  1925)  ...  ...  5,450 

Number  of  Families  or  Separate  Occupiers  (estimated  1925)  5,740 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  £139,183  0s.  0d. 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  ...  ...  £579  18s.  7d. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE 

YEAR. 

Total.  Male.  Female. 

Births.— Legitimate  ...  ...  419  214  205 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  27  15  12 

Birth  Rate  as  given  by  Registrar-General  ...  ...  18.3 

Total.  Male.  Female. 

Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  297  142  155 

Death  Rate  as  given  by  Registrar-General  ...  ...  12.2 

Number  of  Women  Dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of  Child  Birth 

(1) .  From  Sepsis  ...  ...  ...  3 

(2) .  From  other  causes  ...  ...  2 

Death  of  Infants  under  one  year  per  1,000  Births  ...  ...  48 

Legitimate,  20.  Illegitimate,  1.  Total,  21. 

Deaths  from  Measles,  all  ages...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough,  all  ages  ...  ...  ...  8 

,,  Diarrhoea,  under  two  years  of  age  ...  ...  2 
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PHYSICAL  FEATURES  AND  GENERAL  CHARACTER 

OF  THE  AREA. 

The  City  of  Hereford  is  a Municipal  Borough  situated  almost 
in  the  centre  of  Herefordshire,  in  latitude  52°  3'  20'  North  and 
longitude  2°  43'  10"  West.  It  covers  a total  area  of  5,031  acres, 
but  the  greater  part  of  this  is  agricultural  land  in  the  outskirts 
of  the  City.  The  circumferential  boundary  of  the  City  is  \7\ 
miles.  The  town  lies  in  a basin  on  a deposit  of  gravel,  which  is 
900  acres  in  extent,  while  old  red  sandstone  is  superficial  in  the 
elevations  surrounding  the  City.  The  height  above  sea  level  in 
the  centre  of  the  Town  in  High  Town  is  indicated  by  a bench  mark 
at  the  entrance  to  the  Market  Hall  at  189  feet  3 inches,  while 
the  more  elevated  parts  of  the  town  reach  a height  of  300  feet 
above  sea  level.  The  River  Wye  flows  through  the  town  and 
separates  the  Parish  of  Saint  Martin  from  the  rest.  The  town 
is  well  laid  out  with  many  wide  well-paved  thoroughfares,  and, 
considering  the  fact  that  it  was  formerly  a walled  City — only 
fragments  of  the  wall  now  remain — there  is  not  a great  deal  of 
congestion  of  buildings.  Since  the  War,  the  municipal  housing 
areas  at  Portfields,  Breinton  Road,  and  Ross  Road  have  been 
town-planned  on  modern  lines. 

Social  conditions,  including  the  chief  occupations  of  the  inhabitants, 

and  the  influence  of  any  particular  occupation  on  public  health. 

The  City  is  divided  into  three  Wards  : — 

Ledbury  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,195  acres. 

Leominster  ...  ...  ...  2,089 

Monmouth  ...  ...  ...  1,747  ,, 

and  the  civil  parishes  are  : — All  Saints,  St.  John  the  Baptist, 
St.  Martin’s,  St.  Nicholas,  St.  Owen’s,  St.  Peter’s,  The  Vineyard, 
Holmer  Within,  Huntington,  and  Tupsley. 

The  town,  which  is  one  of  the  ancient  Cathedral  Cities  of 
England,  is  an  important  market  and  shopping  centre  for  a large 
area  extending  beyond  the  boundaries  of  the  County  of  which 
it  is  capital.  In  addition,  several  important  industries  are  carried 
on  ; and  the  following  are  taken  from  the  Hand-Book  published 
by  the  Hereford  Chamber  of  Commerce  : — 

Engineering. 

Flour  Mills. 

Mineral  Waters. 

Preserves  of  all  Kinds. 
Printing  Works. 

Wool. 


Agricultural  Implements. 
Breweries. 

Bricks  and  Tiles. 

Cattle  Breeding  (Pedigree). 
Cider. 

Contractors. 
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The  six  chief  occupations  of  the  inhabitants  as  given  in  the 
Report  of  the  1921  Census  are 

Occupation.  No.  engaged  in  it. 

Persons  engaged  in  Personal  Service  ...  1,829 

Commercial,  Finance  and  Insurance  Occupa- 
tions (excluding  Clerks)  ...  ...  1,469 

Persons  employed  in  Transport  and  Com- 
munication ...  ...  ...  ...  1 ,287 

Professional  Occupations  ...  ...  ...  650 

Clerks  and  Draughtsmen  (not  Civil  Service 

or  Local  Authority)  and  Typists  ...  590 

Agricultural  Occupations  ...  ...  ...  450 

There  are  good  transport  facilities  provided  by  the  L.M.S. 
and  G.W.  Railways,  including  through  services  from  London, 
from  Bristol  and  South  Wales,  and  from  the  North.  The  sur- 
rounding districts  are  served  by  several  motor-bus  services. 

Hereford  enjoys  many  educational  advantages.  There  is 
the  Cathedral  Grammar  School,  founded  in  the  14th  Century. 
There  are  two  up-to-date  Secondary  Schools,  and  numerous 
Elementary  and  Private  Schools.  There  is  also  a Training  College 
for  elementary  school  teachers. 

There  are  opportunities  in  the  City  for  various  sports  and 
amusements,  including  Bathing,  Boating,  Cricket,  Tennis,  Fishing, 
Hunting,  and  Golf. 

There  are  also  theatres,  and  concerts  during  the  winter 
months. 

All  the  occupations  of  the  people  are  generally  of  a healthy 
nature,  and  no  injurious  effect  on  the  health  of  any  section  of  the 
inhabitants  due  to  their  occupation  has  been  noted. 


HOSPITAL  AND  OTHER  GRATUITOUS  MEDICAL 

RELIEF. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  persons  from  the 
City  of  Hereford  treated  at  the  Workhouse  Infirmary  during  the 
last  five  years. 

1921.  1922.  1923.  1924.  1925. 

154  160  134  156  148 

During  1925,  168  new  cases  of  pauper  sickness  were  reported 
by  the  Medical  Officer  of  the  Guardians. 
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The  Hereford  General  Hospital  draws  its  patients  from  a 
wide  area  round  the  City,  and  the  figures  for  City  cases  only  are 
not  available. 

The  Hereford  Dispensary,  which  is  partly  provident,  deals 
with  patients  inside  the  City,  and  the  number  of  patients  treated 
during  the  last  five  years  is  : — 


Year  ending  30th 

June, 

1921 

1 ,003 

yy  yy  yy 

yy 

1922 

989 

yy  yy  yy 

yy 

1923 

1,009 

yy  yy  yy 

y> 

1924 

955 

yy  yy  yy 

yy 

1925 

817 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 


SUMMARY  (FOR  REFERENCE)  OF  NURSING  ARRANGE- 
MENTS, HOSPITALS  AND  OTHER  INSTITUTIONS. 


(A) .  Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. — District  Nursing 
is  carried  out  by  the  Staff  of  the  Hereford  City  Nursing  and 
Maternity  Society.  There  are  no  special  arrangements  for  the 
home  nursing  of  infectious  disease  in  the  homes  ; the  School  Nurses 
visit  school  children  who  are  known  to  be  suffering  from  infectious 
diseases  such  as  measles,  whooping  cough,  etc.,  and  give  directions 
to  the  parents  as  required. 

There  are  four  private  Nursing  Homes  in  the  City. 

(B) .  Mid  wives  . — The  nine  Midwives  practising  in  the  City 
are  under  the  supervision  of  the  County  Public  Health  Depart- 
ment. 


(C).  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres  : — 


A ’a  me. 

Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare 
Consultations. 

School  Clinic  for 
Minor  Ailments. 


School  Clinic  for 
Dental  Refractio 
and  Bar  and 
Throat  work, 


Situation. 

St.  Owen  .Street 
adjacent  to 
Town  Hall. 

Town  Hall. 


St.  Owen  Street, 
n,  adjacent  to 
Town  Hall. 


X at  lire  of 
A ccommodation. 

Waiting  Room. 
Weighing  Room. 
Consultation  Room. 

Waiting  Room. 
Inspection  & Treat- 
ment Room. 
Record  Office. 

Waiting  Room. 
Operating  Room. 
Recovery  Room. 
Dark  Room, 


By  whom  founded. 

Hereford  U.D. 
Local  Authority. 

Hereford  U.D. 
Local  Authority. 


Hereford  U.D. 
Local  Authority 
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Name.. 

Tuberculosis  Dis- 
pensary. 


Situation. 

St.  Peter  Street. 


Nature  of 
Accommodation. 

Consulting  Room. 
Waiting  Room. 


By  whom  founded. 

Herefordshire 
County  Council. 


V.D.  Centre.  Hereford  Union.  1 Kitchen.  Herefordshire 

Infirmary.  1 Treatment  Room.  County  Council. 

Isolation  Block.  2 Waiting  Rooms. 

Irrigating  Room. 

Ravatory  Accom- 
modation. 


(D).  Hospitals  provided  or  subsidised  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  by  the  County  Council  : — 


1 . Tuberculosis 

2.  Maternity 

3.  Children 

4.  Fever 


5.  Smallpox 


- Nieuport  House  Sanatorium,  62  Beds 

(34  Adults  and  28  Children). 

- None. 

- None. 

- The  City  Hospital  is  situated  on  high 

ground  near  the  City  boundary,  and 
has  accommodation  for  32  patients. 

- The  Smallpox  Hospital  is  situated  near 

the  City  Fever  Hospital,  and  has  accom- 
modation for  12  patients. 


(E).  Apart  from  the  Workhouse  and  Children’s  Home 
provided  by  the  Board  of  Guardians,  there  is  no  institutional 
provision  for  unmarried  mothers,  illegitimate  infants,  and  home- 
less children  in  the  City.  There  is  an  Orphanage  for  Roman 
Catholic  children  and  also  an  Industrial  School  for  Boys  in  the 
City. 


(F).  Ambulance  Facilities. — The  Local  Sanitary  Authority 
owns  a horse-drawn  ambulance  for  infectious  cases  and  hand 
ambulance  for  police  cases. 


A private  motor  ambulance  is  available  for  hire  in  the  City 
for  non-infectious  cases,  and  the  Rural  District  Council  Motor 
Ambulance  for  infectious  cases  is  available  for  long  distance 
journeys. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF. 
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In  addition  to  the  Matron,  the  female  staff  of  the  Isolation  Hospital  consists  of  three  nurses,  a cook,  and  a laundrymaid. 
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ADOPTIVE  ACTS,  BYELAWS  AND  LOCAL  REGULATIONS 

IN  THE  CITY. 

The  following  adoptive  Acts,  Byelaws  and  local  regulations, 
relating  to  the  public  health  are  in  force  in  the  District : — 

The  Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890.  (April,  1891) 

The  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890  (Parts  2,  3, 
and  4).  (April,  1891). 

The  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907,  Part  1 ; 
Sections  15  and  16,  18  to  24,  26  to  33,  of  Part  2 ,*  Sections 
34  to  37,  43,  45  to  51,  Part  3 ; Parts  4,  5,  and  6 ; Sections 
78  to  81,  83  to  86,  of  Part  7.  Parts  8,  9,  and  10.  (April, 
1910). 


Byelaws* 

Good  Rule  and  Government  and  Prevention  of  Nuisances. 
(1903). 

Slaughterhouses.  (Public).  (1866). 

Slaughterhouses.  ( 1 903) . 

Management  of  the  Public  Slaughterhouses.  (1916). 

Cattle,  Poultry,  Butter,  Fish,  Vegetable  and  Butchers’  Markets. 
(1871  and  1879). 

Cleansing  of  Footways  and  Pavements,  the  Cleansing  of  Earth 
Closets  and  Cesspools  and  Removal  of  House  Refuse. 
(1903). 

Keeping  of  Water  Closets  supplied  with  sufficient  water  for 
flushing.  (1903). 

Nuisances.  (1903). 

Common  Lodging  Houses.  (1903). 

Offensive  Trades.  (1903). 

New  Streets  and  Buildings.  (1904). 

New  Streets  and  Buildings  in  the  Suburban  portion  of  the 
City.  (1909). 

Pleasure  Grounds  and  Open  Spaces.  (1910). 

Regulating  the  Employment  of  Children  and  Young  Persons. 
(1920). 

New  Buildings.  (1914). 

Regulations  for  preventing  waste,  misuse,  undue  consumption 
or  the  contamination  of  Water.  (1900). 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds,  and  similar  structures.  (1922). 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

WATER. 

The  Water  supply  is  from  the  River  Wye.  It  gravitates 
ro  the  pumping  station,  where  it  is  pumped  up  to  the  storage 
teservoir.  From  the  reservoir,  it  passes  through  four  sand  hlter 
beds  into  the  clear  water  reservoir,  and  is  distributed  into  the 
mains  on  the  constant  system. 

Samples  have  been  examined  from  time  to  time  bacteri- 
ologically,  and  found  satisfactory. 

The  proportion  of  the  population  supplied  from  the  works 
is  over  98  per  cent.,  and  the  supply  is  by  means  of  water  taps  in- 
side the  houses  or,  in  the  case  of  cottage  property,  in  the  wash- 
houses or  standpipes  in  the  yards. 

There  are  79  houses  in  the  City  supplied  by  47  wells,  of  these, 


60  are  outside  the  system  of  the  town 

mains.  The 

districts  are 

as  follows  : — 

Houses. 

Wells. 

Hunderton 

1 

1 

Grafton  and  Red  Hill  ... 

7 

6 

Bullingham 

..  15 

7 

Putson 

..  15 

8 

Hampton  Park  and  Tupsley  . 

9 

5 

Aylestone  Hill 

2 

2 

Canon  Moor 

4 

2 

King’s  Acre  and  Huntington  . 

..  19 

12 

Holrner 

4 

2 

Westhelds 

3 

2 

79 

47 

During  the  year  the  use  of  six  wells  supplying  eight  houses 
for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes  was  discontinued,  and  the 
City  supply  laid  on.  Ten  samples  of  water  from  eight  wells  were 
submitted  for  chemical  analysis,  and  were,  with  one  exception, 
reported  to  be  fit  for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes.  This  was 
from  a new  artesian  well,  and  the  water  was  of  doubtful  purity. 
A further  sample  taken  after  the  completion  of  the  work  proved 
satisfactory. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

Two  cases  of  pollution  of  the  River  Wye  were  discontinued 
during  the  year  by  diverting  the  drainage  system  of  two  houses 
into  the  public  sewer.  Three  contraventions  of  Section  47  of  the 
Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1890,  were  dealt  with 
in  respect  to  watercourses.  Legal  proceedings  were  taken  in 
two  cases  under  this  Act,  and  lines  of  one  shilling  were  inflicted. 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 


The  sewerage  of  the  City  is  on  the  water-carriage  system, 
with  the  exception  of  some  of  the  outlying  districts.  The  sewage 
from  the  three  main  sewers  passes  through  screening,  and  detritus 
chambers,  septic  tanks,  contact  beds,  and  strainer  filters  before 
finally  discharging  into  the  River  Wye.  Extensive  alterations 
and  additions  at  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works  were  carried  out  in 
1924,  at  a cost  of  £9,000,  and  the  plant  is  capable  of  dealing  with 
six  times  the  dry  weather  flow  at  any  period  of  the  day. 

A new  main  sewer  approximately  two  miles  in  length,  varying 
from  9in.  to  24in.  in  diameter,  was  constructed  in  1924  in  the 
Southern  area  of  the  City,  and  is  now  delivering  the  whole  of 
the  sewage  from  that  area  to  the  Outfall  Works. 

During  the  year,  49  houses  at  Hunderton,  and  several  others, 
were  connected  up  to  the  new  sewer,  and  in  doing  this  25  cesspools 
were  abolished. 


CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  following  list  shows  the  number  of  houses  and  types 
of  closets  in  the  outlying  districts  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Except 
in  a few  instances  the  houses  are  outside  the  City  sewerage  system. 


Hunderton  and  Belmont  Road 
Breinton  and  Broomy  Hill 
Grafton  and  Red  Hill  ... 
Bullingham 
Putson 

Hampton  Park  and  1 upsley 
Aylestone  Hill 
Canon  Moor 

King’s  Acre  and  Huntington 
Holmer 

West  fields  

Other  Districts  ... 


Houses 

. Privies. 

Pail 

Closets. 

Earth 

Closets 

5 

3 

2 

— 

7 

1 

5 

1 

4 

1 

4 

— 

10 

3 

5 

— 

14 

3 

9 

— 

28 

3 

19 

2 

13 

3 

6 

4 

4 

— 

4 

— 

22 

7 

15 

1 

14 

7 

8 

1 

4 

1 

4 

— 

8 

1 

7 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

— 

133 

33 

88 

9 

During  the  year  water-closets  were  substituted  at  39  houses 
at  Hunderton,  m place  of  privies  and  pail  closets,  and  where  used 
in  common,  separate  accommodation  was  provided  for  each  house. 
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SCAVENGING. 

House  refuse  is  collected  weekly,  and  in  some  districts  bi- 
weekly, under  the  supervision  of  the  City  Surveyor.  All  domestic 
refuse,  together  with  a large  amount  of  trade  refuse,  is  taken  to 
the  new  Destructor,  centrally  situated  and  erected  in  1924.  This 
is  one  of  the  most  modern  and  efficient  Refuse  Disposal  Plants 
in  the  country,  and  is  capable  of  dealing  with  the  whole  of  the 
City’s  refuse. 

The  cleansing  of  earth  closets  and  cesspools  is  carried  out 
by  the  occupiers  of  the  houses  under  the  Byelaws  with  respect 
thereto. 

All  new  houses  are  provided  with  movable  galvanized  ash- 
bins,  and  the  substitution  of  such  for  other  receptacles  is  gradually 
being  dealt  with.  Ninety-one  galvanized  bins  were  provided 
during  the  year. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

(a).  Particulars  of  visits  and  inspections  made  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  and  Assistant  during  the  year  are  as  follows  : — 


Nuisances 

...  1997 

Works  in  progress 

...  562 

Housing  Acts 

...  134 

House  to  house  inspections 

35 

Infectious  Disease 

...  162 

Factory  and  Workshop  Act  ... 

...  191 

Bakehouses 

58 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops 

84 

Public  Abattoir  ... 

84 

Food-preparing  places 

90 

Stables  and  Piggeries  ... 

50 

Offensive  Trades 

13 

Schools  and  Public  Buildings  ... 

19 

Public  Conveniences 

...  166 

Miscellaneous 

...  261 

Total 

...  3,906 
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(b  & c).  The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  notices 
served  and  complied  with  — 


Statute  or  Byelaw. 

Notices  not 
complied 
with  at  end 
of  1924. 

Notices  served 
1925. 

Complied 

with 

1925. 

Notices  not 
complied 
with  at  end 
of  1925. 

Prelimin- 

ary. 

Statu- 

tory. 

Public  Health  Acts 

198 

541 

17 

658 

98 

Factory  & Workshop  Act.. 

1 

27 

— 

27 

1 

Infectious  Disease  (Pre- 

vention)  Act  ... 

— 

3 

— 

3 

— 

Regulations  under  Dairies, 

Cowsheds,  and  Milk- 

shops  Order  ... 

— 

95 

— 

95 

— 

City  Byelaws 

2 

6 

2 

10 

— 

Totals  ...  ... 

201 

672 

19 

793 

99 

61 

n 

In  addition  to  the  above  notices,  372  letters  were  written 
by  the  Inspector  and  13  h reports  made  to  other  departments  ; 
70  reports  dealing  with  infectious  disease,  and  46  dealing  on  mis- 
cellaneous matters  were  also  made. 

There  were  245  complaints  investigated,  and  56  tests  applied 
to  drainage  (51  by  water  and  5 by  smoke). 

NUISANCES,  INCLUDING  DRAINAGE  DEFECTS. 

DRAINAGE. 


Obstructed  drains  opened  and  cleansed  ...  ...  134 

Defective  drainage  repaired  or  relaid  ...  ...  ...  42 

Houses  with  insufficient  drainage,  extra  provided  ...  48 

Houses  and  buildings  connected  to  public  sewer  ...  53 

Drains  disconnected  from  discharging  into  river  ...  2 

Glazed  stoneware  gully  traps  hxed  ...  ...  ...  108 

Drains  removed  from  inside  or  underneath  houses  ...  5 

Intercepting  traps  hxed  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Inspection  chambers  constructed  ...  ...  ...  65 

Inspection  chambers  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Ventilating  shafts  hxed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  34 

Cesspools  abolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 
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WATER-CLOSETS,  PRIVIES  AND  URINALS. 

Obstructions  to  W.C.’s  removed  ...  ...  ...  23 

Dirty  basins  of  W.C.’s  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  18 

W.C.’s  repaired  or  erected  ...  ...  ...  ...  92 

Insufficient  accommodation,  extra  W.C.’s  erected  ...  8 

W.C.’s  removed  from  cellars  and  kitchens  ...  ...  2 

Pedestal  basins  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  75 

New  “ wash-down  ” basins  fixed  ...  ...  ...  4 

Water  supply  provided  to  W.C.’s  ...  ...  ...  67 

Flushing  apparatus  repaired  or  new  provided  ...  116 

Ventilation  provided  to  W.C.’s  ...  ...  ...  55 

Dirty  walls  of  W.C.  ’s  limewashed  ...  ...  ...  56 

Soil-pipes  repaired  or  new  provided  ...  ...  ...  2 

Water-closets  substituted  for  privies  and  pail 

closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 

Privies  and  pail  closets  abolished  ...  ...  ...  40 

Urinals  repaired  and  cleansed  ...  ...  6 

DWELLING  HOUSES,  Etc. 

Houses  closed  under  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  ...  9 

Houses  demolished  voluntarily  or  under  Demolition 

Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Buildings  not  constructed  for  habitation  discontinued..  2 
Dilapidated  and  dirty  houses  repaired  and  cleansed  ...  40 

Damp  courses  inserted  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Houses  cleansed  after  infection...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Roofs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  65 

Spouting  repaired  or  new  provided  ...  ...  ...  58 

Chimneys  and  fireplaces  repaired  ...  ...  ...  65 

Floors  relaid  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  47 

Doors  repaired  or  new  provided  ...  ...  ...  27 

Staircases  and  windows  repaired  ...  ...  ...  81 

Ventilation  provided  to  bedrooms  ...  ...  ...  4 

Food  pantries  provided...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Galvanized  refuse  bins  provided  ...  ...  ...  91 

Town  water  supply  laid  on  to  houses  ...  ...  8 

Disused  wells  fi  lied  up  . . . ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Yards  and  passages  paved  or  repaired  ...  ...  21 

Washhouses  repaired  or  erected  ...  ...  ...  19 

Washing  boilers  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Dirty  walls  of  washhouses  limewashed  ...  ...  22 

SINKS  AND  WASTE-PIPES. 

Dilapidated  sinks  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

New  glazed  stoneware  sinks  fixed  ...  ...  ...  21 

Waste-pipes  repaired  or  new  provided  ...  ...  39 

Waste-pipes  and  rain-water  pipes  disconnected  over 

gullies  ...  ...  ..,  49 
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KEEPING  OF  ANIMALS  AND  MANURE. 

Nuisances  from  poultry  and  animals  abated  ...  ...  7 

Accumulations  of  manure  and  refuse  removed  ...  33 

Manure  and  refuse  pits  abolished  ...  ...  ...  1 

Building  discontinued  for  use  as  cowshed  ...  ...  1 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Contraventions  of  Byelaws  with  respect  to  Caravans...  5 
Verminous  bedding  destroyed  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds  limewashed  after  notice  ...  81 

Town  water  laid  on  to  Dairies  ...  ...  ...  2 

♦ 

Improved  arrangements  provided  for  cleansing  milk 

vessels,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Bakehouses  cleansed  after  notice  ...  ...  ...  6 

Food  preparing  places  cleansed  after  notice  ...  ...  4 

Workshops  cleansed  after  notice  ...  ...  ...  1 

Miscellaneous  nuisances  abated  ...  ...  ...  37 


SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

It  has  not  been  necessary  to  take  any  action  in  regard  to 
nuisances  arising  from  smoke. 


PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  CONTROLLED  BY  BYE- 
LAWS. 

There  are  four  tripe  boilers,  a gut  scraper,  and  two  hide  and 
skin  depots  in  the  City.  There  has  been  no  cause  for  action  under 
the  Byelaws  with  respect  to  Offensive  Trades. 

There  are  no  Registered  Common  Lodging  Houses  in  the 
City.  There  are  a few  houses  which  are  let  in  lodgings,  but  Bye- 
laws have  not  been  adopted  with  respect  to  these. 

There  are  no  underground  sleeping-rooms  in  the  City. 


LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS. 
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FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 

1.— INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND 

WORKPLACES. 


Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Number  of 

Premises. 

(1) 

I inspections 
(2) 

Written 

Notices. 

(3) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted. 

(4) 

Factories  ... 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

43 

12 

— ■ 

Workshops 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

79 

1 1 

Workplaces 

(other  than  Outworkers’  Premises) 

69 

4 

Total 

191 

27 

— ■ 

2.— DEFECTS  FOUND  IN  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND 

WORKPLACES. 


Number  of  Defects. 

Number  of 

Particulars. 

(1) 

Found. 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Refer;  ed 
to 

H.M. 

Inspector. 

(4) 

offences  in 
jespect  to 
which 

Pi ose ca- 
tions were 
instituted. 

(5) 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health 
Acts  :— * 

Want  of  cleanliness  ... 

1 

1 

Want  of  ventilation 

- 

— 

— 

- 

Overcrowding 

- 

— 

— 

— 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 

- 

— 

— 

— 

Other  nuisances 

1 1 

1 1 

— 

— 

Sanitary  accommodation  : — - 
Insufficient 

2 

1 

_ 

_ 

Unsuitable  or  defective 

7 

7 

- 

— 

Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

- 

— 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Work- 
shop Acts  : — - 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground 
bakehouse  (s.  101) 

Other  offences 

7 

7 

- 

— 

(Excluding  offences  relating  to 
outwork  and  offences  under  the 
Sections  mentioned  in  the 
Schedule  to  the  Minis!  ry  of 
Health  (Factories  and  Work- 
shops Transfer  of  Powers) 
Order,  1921.) 

Total 

28 

27 

- 

* Including  those  specified  in  Sections  2,  3,  7 and  8 of  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Act,  1901,  as  remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 
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3.— OUTWORK  IN  UNWHOLESOME  PREMISES,  Section  108. 

Nil. 

SCHOOLS. 

See  Report  of  the  School  Medical  Officer,  page  42 

HOUSING. 

1.  GENERAL  HOUSING  CONDITIONS. 

In  spite  of  the  great  activity  of  the  City  of  Hereford  in  the 
matter  of  the  provision  of  dwelling  houses,  there  is  still  a con- 
siderable shortage  at  present  in  the  City.  By  reason  of  this 
shortage,  it  is  not  possible  to  deal  adequately  with  about  130 
unfit  houses,  and  with  the  problem  of  the  use  of  houses  built  for 
one  family  being  occupied  by  two  or  more  families.  To  meet 
the  shortage,  the  Town  Council  are  engaged  in  erecting  additional 
houses,  and  further  schemes  for  the  erection  of  houses  to  replace 
the  130  unfit  houses  are  contemplated. 

2.  OVERCROWDING. 

Overcrowding  has  been  noted  in  42  of  the  137  unfit  houses. 
A house  to  house  visitation  made  during  June,  1925,  revealed 
the  fact  that  there  were  284  private  dwelling-houses  occupied 
by  more  than  one  family — as  compared  with  the  1921  census 
figure  of  288.  One  cause  of  the  overcrowding,  apart  from  the 
shortage  of  houses,  is  the  industrial  depression  in  South  Wales, 
whither  a number  of  young  people  are  drawn  from  the  City  of 
Hereford  in  normal  times.  No  cases  of  overcrowding  were  dealt 
with  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  during  1925. 

3.  STANDARD  OF  FITNESS  IN  HOUSES. 

In  assessing  the  fitness  of  a house  for  human  habitation, 
attention  is  paid  to  the  standard  laid  down  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health  in  a Manual  on  Unfit  Houses  and  Unhealthy  Areas,  Vol.  1, 
published  in  1919.  In  that  manual  it  is  stated  as  a guide  to  Local 
Housing  Authorities  that  : — 

A fit  house  should  be 

(1)  free  from  serious  dampness  ; 

(2)  satisfactorily  lighted  and  ventilated  ; 

(3)  properly  drained  and  provided  with  adequate  sanitary 

conveniences,  and  with  a sink  and  suitable  arrange- 
ments for  disposing  of  slop  water ; and 

(4)  in  good  general  repair  ; 

and  should  have 

(5)  a satisfactory  water  supply ; 

(6)  adequate  washing  accommodation  ; 

(7)  adequate  facilities  for  preparing  and  cooking  food  ; and 

(8)  a well-ventilated  store  for  food. 


In  the  City  of  Hereford  there  are  at  least  500  houses  which 
come  definitely  below  that  standard.  The  majority  of  these 
could  be  rendered  fit  by  some  slight  structural  alterations.  These 
alterations  could  be  carried  out  at  a cost  which  would  bear  an 
economic  relation  to  the  value  of  the  house.  The  remainder  of 
the  500  houses,  about  150  in  all,  fall  so  far  below  the  standard  of 
fitness  that  they  cannot  be  rendered  lit  at  all,  or  they  can  be 
rendered  fit  only  at  a cost  which  is  out  of  all  proportion  to  their 
actual  value. 

All  unfit  houses  must  be  dealt  with  under  the  Housing  Act 
by  the  Local  Authority  by  means  of  what  are  known  as  Closing 
Orders.  This  means  that  the  house  must  not  be  occupied  as  a 
dwelling-house  until  it  has  been  made  fit,  and  if  steps  are  not  taken 
to  render  it  so  fit  in  a reasonable  time,  the  Closing  Order  is  followed 
up  by  a Demolition  Order.  A Closing  Order  and  a Demolition 
Order  are  subject  to  appeal  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  if  the  house 
owner  is  aggrieved  by  such  Orders. 

It  has  been  the  policy  of  the  Housing  Acts  Committee  during 
the  present  housing  shortage  to  issue  Closing  Orders  in  respect 
of  unfit  houses  only  as  and  when  they  become  vacant. 

4.  UNHEALTHY  AREAS. 

The  unfit  houses  are  scattered  throughout  the  older  parts 
of  the  City,  and  apart  from  a few  small  groups  of  houses  in  courts, 
there  are  no  extensive  unhealthy  areas  in  the  City. 

5.  BYELAWS. 

There  are  no  Byelaws  relating  to  houses  apart  from  the 
Building  Byelaws.  The  Byelaws  as  to  Tents,  Vans,  and  Sheds 
were  adopted  in  1922.  Caravans  used  for  habitation  during  the 
annual  May  Fair  were  visited.  The  attention  of  five  owner  occu- 
piers of  vans  was  drawn  to  contraventions  of  the  Byelaws,  and  they 
left  the  City  immediately. 

6.  GENERAL. 

Two  certificates  were  granted  during  the  year  under  the 
Rent  and  Mortgage  Interest  (Restrictions)  Act,  1923,  one  on  the 
ground  that  the  house  was  not  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation,  and  the  other  that  the  house  was  not  in  a 
reasonable  state  of  repair. 

In  the  conditions  of  letting  the  Corporation  houses,  such 
matters  as  the  taking  in  of  lodgers-  refuse  disposal — care  of 
sanitary  fittings — occurrence  of  infectious  disease — keeping  of 
domestic  animals,  etc.,  are  dealt  with. 

A leaflet  containing  the  provisions  of  Section  21  of  the  Public 
Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890,  with  respect  to  sanitary  con- 
veniences used  in  common  by  the  occupiers  of  two  or  more  dwelling- 
houses,  is  distributed  to  property  owners  and  occupiers. 
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HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1925. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year: — 

(a)  Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  85 

( b ) With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts — 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority...  ...  ...  52 

(2)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  10 

1.  Unfit  Dwelling-houses  : — 

Inspection. — (1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 
for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  101 

(2) .  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected  and 

recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District) 
Regulations,  1910  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

(3) .  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

(4) .  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading)  found  not  to  be 
in  all  respects  reasonably  ht  for  human  habitation...  38 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  without  service  of  formal  notices  — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  con- 
sequence of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers 

A.— Proceedings  under  Section  3 of  the  Housing  Act, 

1925  : — 

(1) .  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  — 

(2) .  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit 

after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

[a).  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

ib).  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  — 

(3) .  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance  of  declarations 
by  Owners  of  intention  to  close  ...  ...  ...  — 

B. — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1).  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  40 
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(2).  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a) .  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

(b) .  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  — 

C. — Proceedings  under  Sections  11,  14  and  15  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1925  : — 

(1) .  Number  of  representations  made  with  a view  to  the 

making  of  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

(2) .  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

(3) .  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling-houses  having 
been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(4) .  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  De- 

molition Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  11 

(5) .  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Informal  notices  to  cease  to  inhabit  sheds  not  constructed 
for  human  habitation  were  served  in  two  instances,  and  the  premises 
were  vacated,  and  two  dwelling-houses  were  demolished  after 
service  of  Closing  Orders. 

In  addition  to  the  houses  mentioned  above  under  1 (3),  there 
are  137  houses  which  are  known  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation 
and  which  cannot  be  made  fit  without  re-construction.  204  houses 
are  definitely  below  a reasonable  standard  of  fitness. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(a).  MILK  SUPPLY. 

The  average  composition  of  the  samples  of  milk  produced 
within  or  brought  in  to  the  City  purchased  under  the  Sale  of  Food 
and  Drugs  Acts  during  the  year  was  : — 

Quarter  ending 


March . 

June. 

September.  December. 

Solids  not  Fat 

8.8 

8.8 

8.6 

8.8 

Fat 

3.5 

3.7 

3.4 

4.0 

Total  Solids 

12.3 

12.5 

12.0 

12.8 

The  minimum  required  by  the  Sale  of  Milk  Regulations, 
1901,  is — Solids  not  Fat  8.5,  and  Fat  3 per  cent.  The  City  Analyst 
reported  the  whole  of  the  samples  of  milk  to  be  genuine  and  of 
good  quality,  free  from  preservatives,  artificial  colouring  matter, 
and  excessive  amounts  of  extraneous  dirt. 

Application  was  made  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  the  transfer 
of  powers  under  Section  3,  Sub-section  14,  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
(Consolidation)  Act,  1915,  from  the  County  Council  to  the  City 
Council,  but  this  was  not  granted. 
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DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

Under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (Amendment)  Act,  1922,  two 
Registers  are  kept,  the  one  being  restricted  to  retail  purveyors 
of  milk,  and  the  other  to  wholesale  traders  and  producers  who 
do  not  sell  milk  retail. 

During  the  year,  four  retail  purveyors  of  milk  discontinued 
business,  and  one  was  removed  from  the  Register,  the  premises 
being  unsuitable  for  the  storage  and  distribution  of  milk.  Four 
cow-keepers  discontinued  the  use  of  their  premises  for  the  pro- 
duction of  milk,  and  two  were  registered. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  there  were  the  names  of  67  retail 
purveyors,  and  30  wholesale  traders  and  producers  on  the  Registers. 
Of  the  67  retail  purveyors,  56  are  registered  as  retailers  (22  of 
whom  come  from  outside  the  City)  and  1 1 as  cow-keepers  and 
retail  purveyors.  Of  the  30  wholesale  traders  and  producers, 
19  come  from  outside  the  city. 

In  May  and  October,  the  usual  circular  letters  were  sent 
drawing  attention  to  the  regulations  requiring  the  limewashing 
of  dairies  and  cowsheds,  and  these  were  followed  up  by  inspections 
to  see  that  the  limewashing  had  been  carried  out. 

(1) .  No  cases  have  arisen  to  be  taken  under  Section  4 of 
the  Milk  and  Dairies  (Consolidation)  Act,  1915,  in  respect  to  tuber- 
culous milk  and  tuberculous  cattle.  Cattle  found  to  be  tuberculous 
at  the  Public  Abattoir  are  dealt  with  by  the  Health  Department, 
the  carcases  or  portions  being  destroyed  at  the  Destructor. 

(2) .  One  supplementary  licence  to  sell  “ Grade  A ” milk 
from  premises  which  are  outside  the  City  has  been  granted  during 
the  year  to  the  holder  of  the  principal  licence  granted  by  the 
Hereford  Rural  District  Council.  No  other  licences  have  been 
applied  for  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1923. 

(3) .  Three  applications  (one  from  outside  the  City)  for 
registration  as  retail  purveyors  of  milk  were  granted  after  improve- 
ments in  relation  to  the  storage  and  distribution  of  milk  had  been 
carried  out.  Five  retail  purveyors  of  milk  in  the  City  registered 
prior  to  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (Amendment)  Act,  1922,  coming 
into  operation,  were  required  to  carry  out  improvements  in  relation 
to  the  same  matters. 

(4) .  No  bacteriological  examinations  of  milk  were  made. 
The  Hereford  Rural  District  Council  is  the  Licensing  Authority 
for  the  district  in  which  the  premises  referred  to  in  (2)  are 
situated. 

(b).  MEAT. 

(1).  All  meat  slaughtered  at  the  Public  Abattoir  is  inspected, 
and  the  following  diseased  conditions  were  found  during  the  year. 
The  carcases,  or  portions,  were  voluntarily  surrendered,  and  were 
destroyed  at  the  Destructor  : — 
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Cows — 

Tuberculosis  (general)  ... 
Tuberculosis  (local) 

Uraemia 
Pleurisy  ... 

Pericarditis  

Abscesses 

Actinomycosis 

Emaciation 

Injury 

Bulls — 

Actinomycosis 

Abscesses 

Injury 

Bullocks — 

Nephritis  ... 

Actinomycosis 

Abscesses 

Heifers — 

Tuberculosis  (general)  . . . 
Tuberculosis  (local) 

Peritonitis 
Congestion  of  lungs 
Calves — 

Congestion  of  internal  organs 
Inflammation  of  kidneys 
Injury 

Sheep  and  Lambs — 

Dropsy 
Pleurisy  ... 

Malignant  Disease 
Anaemia 
Parturition 
Mammitis 

Congestion  of  lungs 
Abscesses 
111  bled  and  illset 
Emaciation 
Injury 
Pigs — 

Tuberculosis  (general)  . . . 
Tuberculosis  (local) 
Peritonitis... 

Nephritis  ... 

Odematis 
Pyaemia  ... 

Pneumonia 
Pleurisy  ... 

Congestion  of  lungs 
Urticaria  ... 
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(2) .  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
have  been  duly  authorised  by  the  Authority  under  Article  4 for  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  whether  the  Regulations  are  being  observed. 

A summary  of  the  principal  Articles  of  the  Regulations  was 
sent  to  all  the  butchers  in  the  City,  and  they  were  invited  to  attend 
a meeting  of  the  Health  Committee  on  the  9th  February,  when 
the  administration  of  the  Regulations  were  considered  and  explained. 

A circular  letter  was  also  sent  on  the  29th  July,  requiring 
more  strict  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Regulations 
in  respect  to  the  protection  of  meat  in  shops  from  contamination. 

During  the  year,  two  summonses  were  issued  for  contra- 
ventions of  the  Regulations,  one,  for  conveying  meat  in  an  un- 
clean vehicle,  was  dismissed,  and  in  the  other,  for  not  adequately 
protecting  meat  during  transport,  a fine  of  £2  and  costs  was  inflicted. 
Proceedings  were  also  taken  with  respect  to  not  labelling  imported 
meat,  and  the  case  was  dismissed  on  payment  of  15s.  to  the  poor- 
box  and  5s.  costs. 

(3) .  The  public  slaughterhouses  are  under  the  supervision 
of  a resident  manager  who,  in  addition  to  seeing  that  Byelaws 
with  respect  thereto  are  carried  out,  personally  uses  the  humane 
killer  on  large  animals.  The  following  are  particulars  of  the 
number  of  animals  slaughtered  or  deposited  at  the  Public  Abattoir 
during  the  year  and  the  preceding  four  years  : — 


Beeves. 

Calves. 

Sheep. 

Lambs. 

Pigs. 

Goats. 

Deer  Total. 

1925 

...  1420 

873 

6473 

2931 

5291 

— 

16988 

1924 

...  1947 

714 

5563 

2546 

4938 

1 

15709 

1923 

...  2163 

905 

5737 

2507 

3309 

2 

1 14624 

1922 

...  2163 

887 

6333 

2495 

2946 

2 

14826 

1921 

...  1688 

711 

5895 

2073 

2456 

— 

12823 

There  are  no  private  slaughterhouses  in  the  City,  the  last 
one  being  closed  under  the  Hereford  Improvement  Act,  1872, 
in  1914. 


(c) .  OTHER  FOODS. 

The  following  unsound  food  was  voluntarily  surrendered  for 
destruction  : — 78  lbs.  of  imported  beef,  40  lbs.  of  sausages,  240  lbs. 
of  tomatoes,  one  barrel  of  crabs,  24  tins  of  meat,  26  tins  of  fish, 
31  tins  of  tomatoes,  18  tins  of  cream  and  condensed  milk,  and 
54  tins  of  fruit. 

Frequent  visits  are  paid  to  bakehouses  and  premises  where 
foods  are  manufactured,  and  in  seven  instances  attention  had 
to  be  drawn  to  the  need  for  better  cleanliness.  One  bakehouse 
was  dealt  with  under  Section  98  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop 
Act,  1901,  and  eventually  became  closed  through  the  transfer  of 
the  business. 

(d) .  No  cases  of  food-poisoning  have  been  reported. 
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(e).  SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  and  nature  of  the 
articles  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  during  the  year  ending 
December,  31st,  1925,  and  the  result  of  the  analysis  : — 


Number  Purchased.  Number  Genuine.  Number  Adulterated. 
ARTICLES.  Formal.  Informal.  Formal.  Informal.  Formal.  Informal. 


Milk  

Milk,  Dried 

Cream 

Butter 

Margarine 

Lard 

Pepper 

Rice 

Vinegar 

Baking  Powder 
Egg  Substitute 
Cider 

Port  Wine  ... 
Whiskey 

Cream  of  Tartar  .. 
Bicarbonate  of  Soda 
Sponge  Cake 
Apples  (imported)  .. 

Totals 


26  - 26 

4 
4 

7-7 
1 - 1 

2-2 
1 
3 
1 
3 
2 
2 
1 

2 

3 

3 

4 
3 


4 

4 


1 

3 - - 

1 

2 - 1 

2 - - 

2 - - 

1 

3 

3 

4 
3 


38 


34 


38 


33  — 


72 


71 


OBSERVATIONS. 

Milk. — All  the  samples  were  free  from  preservatives,  artificial 
colouring  matter,  and  excessive  amounts  of  extraneous  dirt. 

Twenty-four  of  the  samples  were  certified  to  be  genuine  and 
of  good  quality,  and  two,  as  being  rather  poor  in  fat. 

Dried  Milk. — These  were  genuine,  but  the  wording  of  the  label 
in  one  case  did  not  comply  with  the  Public  Health  (Dried 
Milk)  Regulations,  1923.  It  was  amended  upon  the  vendor's 
attention  being  drawn  thereto. 
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Cream. — The  four  samples  were  free  from  Boric  Acid ; they 
contained  49,  54  (2),  and  58  per  cent,  of  fat  respectively. 

Butter.- — The  samples  of  Butter  were  genuine  and  of  good  quality. 
Some  contained  a trace  of  Boric  Acid. 

Baking  Powder. — One  of  the  samples  was  certified  as  adulterated, 
containing  only  5 per  cent,  of  available  Carbon-di-oxide. 
A further  sample  from  a fresh  consignment  of  the  same  brand 
was  certified  to  be  better  than  the  previous  one,  and  it  is 
possible  that  the  latter  had  deteriorated  through  keeping. 
The  attention  of  the  manufacturers  was  drawn  to  the  report 
of  the  Analyst,  and  having  regard  to  the  fact  that  there  is  no 
standard  for  the  composition  of  Baking  Powder,  no  further 
action  was  taken. 

Port  Wine.- — This  sample  was  of  very  poor  quality,  containing 
only  7.98  per  cent  by  volume  of  alcohol  (=13.94  per  cent,  of 
Proof  Spirit),  whereas  normal  quality  Port  Wine  contains 
15  to  20  per  cent,  of  alcohol  (=25  to  35  per  cent,  of  Proof 
Spirit).  The  Tannic  matter  was  also  high,  namely  0.5  per 
cent.,  which  is  practically  100  per  cent,  higher  than  the  amount 
usually  found. 

Imported  Apples. — In  consequence  of  a Circular  letter  from  the 
Minister  of  Health,  dated  21st  December,  calling  attention 
to  arsenical  poisoning  traced  to  the  consumption  of  imported 
apples,  samples  of  three  varieties  were  submitted  to  the  City 
Analyst  for  examination.  He  reported  that  each  variety 
contained  only  a trace  of  Arsenic. 


Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1899. — No  wholesale  dealers  in 
Margarine,  or  Margarine  Cheese,  were  registered  during  the 
year,  and  there  are  four  premises  registered  wherein  the 
business  is  carried  on,  one  having  been  removed  from  the 
Register  during  the  year. 

Milk  and  Dairies  (Amendment)  Act,  1922. — No  instance  of  any 
addition  of  colouring  matter,  etc.,  to  milk  has  come  under  the 
observation  of  the  Department  during  the  year. 

Condensed  Milk  Regulations  and  Dried  Milk  Regulations. — 
No  action  was  necessary  in  regard  to  the  former.  Four  samples 
of  dried  milk  were  submitted  for  analysis,  and  were  reported 
genuine.  In  one  case  it  was  necessary  to  draw  the  attention 
of  the  vendor  to  the  wording  on  the  label,  and  this  was 
amended. 
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(/).  PUBLIC  HEALTH  (MILK  AND  CREAM)  REGULA- 
TIONS, 1912  & 1917. 

1.  MILK  AND  CREAM  NOT  SOLD  AS  PRESERVED 
CREAM  : — 


Number  of  samples 

Number  in  which 

examined  for  the 

preservative  was 

presence  of  a 

reported  to  be 

preservative. 

present. 

Milk 

26 

• • • jLj\J  • • • 

Nil. 

Cream 

4 

• • • JL  • • • 

Nil. 

2.  CREAM  SOLD  AS  PRESERVED  CREAM. 

(a).  Instances  in  which  samples  have  been  submitted 
for  analysis  to  ascertain  if  the  statement  on  the  label 
as  to  preservatives  were  correct  - - - Nil. 

(c).  There  have  been  no  instances  where  (apart  from 
analysis)  the  requirements  as  to  labelling  or  declaration 
of  cream  have  not  been  observed. 


3.  THICKENING  SUBSTANCES. 

There  was  no  evidence  of  their  addition  to  the  samples 
of  cream. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  prevalence  of  notifiable  In- 
fectious Disease  during  the  last  five  years  : — 


Cases  Notified. 

Nature  of  Disease.  1921.  1922.  1923.  1924.  1925. 


Smallpox  ... 

— 

— 

2 

— 



Scarlet  Fever 

32 

27 

16 

33 

44 

Diphtheria 

70 

55 

17 

14 

36 

Enteric  Fever  (including  Para- 
typhoid) 

_ 

1 

1 

1 

5 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

— 

1 

3 

1 

3 

Pneumonia 

5 

19 

10 

19 

14 

Encephalitis  Lethargica... 

1 

- — 

1 

3 

1 

Acute  Anterior  Poliomyelitis  ... 

2 

1 

— 

4 

— 

Acute  Polio-Encephalitis 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

4 

10 

2 

4 

3 

Malaria 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Chicken  Pox 

— 

— 

42 

78 

24 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— - 

5 

4 

3 

Tuberculosis  (Pulmonary) 

36 

41 

30 

33 

26 

Tuberculosis  (Non-Pulmonary)  .. 

16 

12 

7 

13 

11 

166 

168 

148 

207 

170 

During  the  extensive  outbreak  of  Smallpox  in  Gloucestershire 
in  1923,  two  cases  infected  in  that  County  moved  to  Hereford 
during  the  incubation  period  of  the  disease,  and  were  isolated  in 
the  City  Smallpox  Hospital.  No  secondary  cases  arose  in  the 
City.  At  this  time  a large  number  of  primary  vaccinations  and 
re-vaccinations  were  carried  out  by  the  public  vaccinator. 

Diphtheria  Antitoxin  is  supplied  free  of  charge  to  necessitous 
cases,  and  during  1925,  92,000  units  were  supplied  to  11  cases. 
The  number  of  cases  which  have  been  treated  by  antitoxin  before 
admission  to  Hospital  is  disappointingly  small.  The  preventive 
use  of  antitoxin  in  doubtful  cases  pending  a bacteriological  report 
is  largely  neglected. 

There  have  been  six  cases  of  Encephalitis  Lethargica.  Two 
of  these  died.  One  case  was  a patient  in  the  General  Hospital, 
and  returned  to  his  home  outside  the  City  on  discharge.  Two 
have  made  a complete  recovery,  and  one,  a girl  of  16,  is  now  under 
observation  suffering  from  Parkinson  Syndrome. 

There  have  been  no  return  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diph- 
theria, and  a marked  feature  of  the  notification  of  these  diseases 
has  been  the  limitation,  with  few  exceptions,  even  in  large  families 
of  children,  of  the  infectious  disease,  to  the  original  case.  In  some 
cases  of  Diphtheria  there  have  been  bacteriological  carriers  found 
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in  the  household — this  supports  the  generally  accepted  view  that 
the  presence  of  infection  is  not  the  only  factor  in  the  incidence  of 
infectious  disease. 


The  regulations  of  7th  January,  1919,  have  been  carried 
out  satisfactorily  on  the  whole  as  regards  the  notification  of  Pneu- 
monia. All  cases  notified  are  visited,  and  disinfection  offered  after 
the  termination  of  the  case.  Hospital  accommodation  for  cases 
of  Pneumonia  is  not  provided  by  the  Local  Authority. 

During  the  past  five  years,  two  cases  of  Malaria  have  been 
notified,  but  in  both  cases  the  disease  was  probably  contracted  out- 
side this  country.  No  cases  of  Dysentery  or  Trench  Fever  have 
been  notified. 


Bacteriological  examinations  are  carried  out  at  the  County 
Health  Department.  These  include  the  examination  of  swabs 
for  Diphtheria — sputum  for  Tuberculosis — and  blood  for  Widal 
reaction.  There  are  no  facilities  for  investigation  by  animal 
inoculation.  Wasserman  reactions  are  carried  out  at  the  Bir- 
mingham University.  Specimens  of  Diphtheria  cultures  are  sent 
to  Birmingham  University  for  virulence  tests. 


Reports  on  specimens  submitted  by  Medical  Practitioners 
from  City  patients  are  sent  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the 
City  for  his  information.  This  is  useful  in  controlling  the  noti- 
fication of  such  diseases  as  Diphtheria,  Tuberculosis  and  Enteric 
Fever. 

The  following  table  gives  a summary  of  the  work  done  for 
the  City  during  the  year  1925  : — 


For  Diphtheria  Bacilli 
,,  Typhoid  Bacilli 
,,  Tubercle  Bacilli — 

(1)  Sputum 

(2)  Urine 
,,  Gonorrhoea 

Urine  for — 

(1)  Albumen 

(2)  Pus  ... 

(3)  Sugar 

(4)  Casts 
Blood  Films 
Other  Examinations 

Totals 


> sitive . 

Negative. 

Total. 

146 

450 

596 

1 

6 

7 

25 

104 

129 

3 

7 

10 

— 2 2 

1 1 

— — 5 

1 6 7 

176  576  757 


A list  of  all  contacts  is  made  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases. 
In  the  case  of  Diphtheria,  the  contacts  are  examined  bacterio- 
logically  for  the  carrier  state. 
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Smallpox  contacts  are  visited  daily  by  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  for  a period  of  16  days  after  exposure  to  infection. 

Three  persistent  carrier  cases  of  Diphtheria  had  to  be  retained 
in  Hospital  for  periods  up  to  three  months,  and  during  that  time, 
throat  swabs  were  reported  positive — virulent.  At  the  end  of 
three  months  these  cases  were  discharged  from  Hospital  and 
attended  the  School  Clinic  daily  for  further  treatment.  No  cases 
of  infection  from  them  were  noted,  and  in  due  course  all  three  were 
pronounced  free  from  infection  after  successive  bacteriological 
examinations.  No  use  has  been  made  of  the  Schick  and  Dick 
tests  in  Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever  respectively. 

All  cases  of  non-notifiable  infectious  disease  which  come  to 
the  notice  of  the  Head  Teachers  are  reported  to  the  School  Medical 
Department,  and  the  majority  are  visited  by  the  School  Nurses. 

There  was  a severe  epidemic  of  Measles  in  the  beginning  of 
1923,  with  15  deaths,  all  in  children  under  10  years.  I investigated 
all  these  deaths,  and  was  satisfied  that  in  all  cases  medical  aid  had 
been  sought  early. 

Chickenpox  was  made  a notifiable  disease  under  the  Infectious 
Diseases  Notification  Act,  from  20th  June,  1923,  till  April  4th, 
1925. 

The  following  table  shows  the  mortality  from  Influenza  during 
the  last  five  years  : — 

1921  1922.  1923.  1924.  1925. 

M.  F.  Total.  M.F.  Total . M.  F.  Total.  M.  F.  Total.  M.  F.  Total 
1 1 2 1 11  12  4 1 5 5 7 12  2 6 8 

In  times  when  this  disease  is  epidemic,  information  is  given, 
by  means  of  posters  and  handbills  indicating  the  main  precautions 
to  be  taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease.  School  Closing 
has  been  carried  out,  and  under  the  local  Byelaws  during  this  time 
no  children  of  school-age  may  be  admitted  to  Cinemas. 

CLEANSING  AND  DISINFECTION. 

There  is  no  Cleansing  Station  for  verminous  persons  in  the  City. 

The  following  are  particulars  in  regard  to  disinfection  of  rooms, 
bedding,  etc.  : — 


Disease. 

Rooms. 

Bedding 

Scarlet  Fever 

32 

31 

Diphtheria  ... 

32 

31 

Enteric  Fever 

7 

5 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

1 

Pneumonia  ...  ... 

3 

2 

Phthisis 

14 

13 

Other  Diseases 

15 

11 

Totals  ... 

...  104 

94 
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The  whole  of  the  rooms  were  disinfected  by  formalin  vapour, 
and  the  bedding,  etc.,  by  steam.  The  disinfection  by  steam  is 
carried  out  at  the  Isolation  Hospital  by  means  of  a “ Manlove 
Alliott  ” high  pressure  steam  disinfector. 

In  addition,  the  Children's  Ward  at  the  Herefordshire  General 
Hospital  was  disinfected  after  an  outbreak  of  Scarlet  Fever,  and 
the  Class-rooms  at  the  Roman  Catholic  School  after  Chicken-pox. 
A taxi-cab  was  disinfected  after  conveying  a case  of  Measles. 
Ten  Public  Library  books,  and  13  School  books  were  also  disin- 
fected. One  Public  Library  book,  and  two  private  books  were 
retained,  and  three  lots  of  bedding  were  destroyed. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


AGE 

PERIODS. 

NEW 

CASES. 

dea; 

ms. 

Pulmonary . 

Non- 

Pulmonary . 

Pulmonary. 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

M. 

E. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

E. 

Under  1 ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1—  5 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

5—10  

— 

— 

9 

Jmd 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10—15  

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

15—20  

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

20—25  

1 

3 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

25—35  

o 

O 

3 

— 

— 

3 

2 

— 

— 

35—45  

5 

4 

— 

— 

4 

3 

— 

— 

45 — -65 

3 

1 

— 

— 

3 

3 

— 

- 

Over  65  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

- 

— 

13 

14 

6 

i 

5 

11 

13 

1 

- 

The  ratio  of  non-notihed  Tuberculosis  deaths  to  the  total 
Tuberculosis  deaths  was  3:25. 

There  were  three  non-notified  Tuberculosis  deaths  during 
the  year— males,  aged  54  and  28  years,  a female  aged  20  months. 
In  one  case  the  diagnosis  was  established  after  death.  In  the 
other  two  cases  the  attention  of  the  Medical  Attendant  was  drawn 
to  the  omission,  and  an  explanation  was  submitted. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (PREVENTION  OE  TUBERCULOSIS) 

REGULATIONS,  1925. 

Enquiries  were  made  and  it  was  ascertained  that  no  person 
notified  as  suffering  from  Tuberculosis  was  employed  in  contra- 
vention of  these  Regulations.  The  attention  of  all  applicants  for 
registration  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (Amendment)  Act,  1922, 
is  drawn  to  these  regulations. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1925,  SECTION  62. 

No  orders  for  the  compulsory  removal  of  advanced  cases  of 
Tuberculosis  have  been  made.  No  hospital  accommodation  is 
provided  by  the  County  Council  for  such  cases. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

BIRTHS. 

Total  notified,  496. 

Still  Births — 24  (9  males  and  15  females). 

Births  notified  by  Midwives  ...  ...  ...  443 

,,  ,,  Medical  Practitioners  ...  ...  22 

,,  ,,  Mid  wives  and  Medical  Practi- 
tioners ...  ...  ...  23 

,,  ,,  Parents  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 


496 


DEATHS. 

There  were  21  deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year.  This  is 
equal  to  a rate  of  45  per  thousand  births  compared  with  the  rate 
of  75  for  England  and  Wales.  The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  for  the 
last  five  years  is  : — 


1921. 

1922. 

1923. 

1924. 

1925. 

Hereford 

85 

51.4 

80.5 

48.7 

45 

England  and  Wales 

83 

77 

69 

75 

75 

MATERNAL  DEATHS. 

During  1925  there  were  three  deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis, 
and  two  deaths  from  other  causes  associated  with  pregnancy, 
All  maternal  deaths  are  investigated  fully  by  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health. 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 


Three  cases  were  notified  during  the  year. 


CASES. 

Vision 

unim- 

paired. 

Vision 

im- 

paired. 

T otal 
blind- 
ness. 

Deaths. 

Notified. 

Treated. 

At 

Home. 

In 

Hospital . 

3 

2 

1 

3 

... 
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VISITS  BY  HEALTH  VISITORS. 


First  Visits 

512 

Second  „ 

461 

Third  „ 

351 

Fourth  ,, 

250 

Fifth  „ 

249 

Sixth  „ 

... 

240 

Total  Visits  to  Infants  under  One  Year.. 

2,063 

Total  Visits  to 

Children  from  One  to 

Five  Years 

• • • • • • ••• 

1,238 

INFANT  FEEDING. 

Of  the  512  Infants  visited  during  the  year — 

394  or  77  per  cent,  were  entirely  breast-fed. 

42  or  8 per  cent,  were  partly  breast-fed. 

29  or  5.6  per  cent,  were  breast-fed  and  afterwards 
bottle-fed. 

47  or  9-4  per  cent,  were  entirely  bottle-fed. 

SUPPLY  OF  MILK  TO  EXPECTANT  AND  NURSING 
MOTHERS,  AND  INFANTS. 

During  the  year,  3,472  pints  of  milk  were  distributed  under 
the  scheme  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRE, 

135,  ST.  OWEN  STREET. 

The  Centre  was  open  on  101  Sessions  during  the  year.  The 
Centre  days  are  Wednesday  and  Thursday  afternoons,  from  2 p.m. 
till  5 p.m.,  and  longer  if  necessary. 

The  Medical  Officer  attends  all  Sessions,  and  sees  all  mothers 
with  their  infants  attending  for  the  first  time  and  such  other 
mothers  and  children  as  are  referred  to  him  by  the  Health  Visitors. 
Advice  is  given  on  infant  hygiene  and  management.  All  infants 
and  children  who  are  found  to  be  suffering  from  any  definite  ail- 
ment or  defect  are  referred  for  treatment  to  a private  doctor  or 
through  some  of  the  charitable  institutions.  The  function  of  the 
Infant  Welfare  Centre  is  educative  and  preventive. 

During  the  year,  496  mothers  made  3,086  attendances.  The 
attendances  of  children  under  one  year  numbered  2,418,  and  over 
one  year  1,178.  Children  up  to  five  years  of  age  may  be  brought 
to  the  Centre. 

Of  the  496  mothers.  40  came  from  the  adjacent  rural  district 
outside  the  City.  These  40  mothers  made  262  attendances. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  great  increase  in  the  attendances 
at  the  Centre  during  the  last  five  years.  The  large  increase  in 
the  attendances  of  children  between  one  and  five  years  is  a gratify- 
ing feature,  as  it  is  often  found  that  the  ex-baby  is  apt  to  suffer 
from  lack  of  attention  when  a younger  one  is  born. 


Number  of  mothers  attend- 

1921. 

1922. 

1923. 

1924. 

1925. 

mg  ...  ...  ... 

Number  of  attendances  made 

250 

244 

346 

476 

496 

by  mothers 

Number  of  attendances  made 

1,470 

1,364 

2,148 

3,029 

3,086 

by  children  under  one 

year  ...  ...  ... 

Number  of  attendances  made 

1,257 

1,186 

1,855 

2,280 

2,418 

by  children  from  one  to 

5 years  old 

298 

258 

734 

995 

1,178 

I have  again  to  thank  the  voluntary  lady  helpers  for  their 
kind  assistance  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Centre.  To  their  devoted 
work  much  of  the  success  is  due.  A nursery  is  provided  on  the 
first  floor,  where  the  elder  children  may  play  while  their  mothers 
are  engaged  with  the  babies.  Instruction  is  given  in  mother- 
craft  by  the  voluntary  helpers  and  Health  Visitors,  and  specimens 
or  work  are  on  view  at  each  Session. 

ANTE-NATAL  WORK. 

This  branch  of  the  work  is  under  the  supervision  of  a lady 
Medical  Officer,  and  continues  to  increase  in  activity.  During  1925 
12  sessions  were  held  at  intervals  of  approximately  a month. 
Arrangements  have  now  been  made  to  hold  a session  on  the  first 
Tuesday  of  every  month.  It  should  be  understood  that  the  work 
will  not  interfere  in  any  way  with  the  interests  of  private  doctors 
or  midwives,  and  the  time  has  now  come  when  the  latter  should 
co-operate  with  the  Local  Authority  to  a greater  extent  than 
hitherto,  to  the  mutual  benefit  of  themselves  and  their  patients. 

During  the  year  24  still  births  were  notified,  and  with  adequate 
ante-natal  supervision  some  of  these  could  almost  certainly  have 
been  prevented. 


Through  the  kind  hospitality  of  Mrs.  H.  P.  Bulmer,  a garden 
party  was  held  at  Longmeadow  on  July  1st,  to  which  the  mothers 
and  infants  attending  the  Welfare  Centre  were  invited. 

On  Thursday  afternoon,  July  2nd,  a Health  Exhibition  was 
held  at  the  Town  Hall,  where  various  articles  of  mothercraft  made 
by  the  mothers  were  on  view.  There  was  also  an  exhibition  of 
model  infant  clothing  lent  by  the  Westminster  Health  Society. 
On  the  same  day,  there  was  an  open-session  at  the  Welfare  Centre 
next  door. 
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Annual  Report  for  Year  1925. 


STAFF. 

1.  The  Staff  employed  in  the  Medical  Inspection  and  Treat- 
ment of  Children  attending  the  Schools  under  the  Local  Education 
Authority  consists  of  : — 

(1) .  School  Medical  Officer. 

(2) .  School  Dental  Officer. 

(3) .  Ear  and  Throat  Surgeon. 

(4) .  Anaesthetist. 

(5) .  Eye  Surgeon. 

(6) .  Three  School  Nurses. 

(7) .  Clerk. 

The  School  Medical  Officer  carries  out  the  general  administra- 
tion of  the  School  Medical  Service,  the  medical  inspection  of  routine 
and  special  cases,  the  work  of  the  School  Clinic  for  treatment  of 
Minor  Ailments,  and  the  statutory  medical  duties  in  relation  to 
the  education  of  physically  and  mentally  defective  children. 

The  School  Medical  Officer  is  also  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  City,  and  Medical  Officer  in  charge  of  the  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Scheme  of  the  City  Council. 

The  School  Dental  Officer  is  employed  one  whole  day  a week, 
and  is  engaged  partly  in  routine  dental  inspection,  and  partly 
in  treatment.  He  devotes  the  rest  of  his  time  to  work  under  the 
County  Education  Authority.  Up  till  November,  1925,  the 
Dentist  worked  only  during  school  hours — from  9 to  12,  and  2 to 
4.  Since  that  date,  arrangements  have  been  made  by  the  Local 
Authority,  with  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Education,  for  him 
to  give  one  extra  hour,  from  4 to  5 p.m.  This  hour  is  occupied 
wholly  in  treatment,  and  an  average  of  seven  additional  children 
have  been  treated  each  week  since  the  commencement  of  the 
scheme. 

The  Ear  and  Throat  Surgeon  is  engaged  from  time  to  time 
as  cases  arise.  He  sees  all  cases  referred  by  the  School  Medical 
Officer,  and  advises  as  to  and  carries  out  operations.  At  opera- 
tions he  has  the  services  of  a local  practitioner  as  anaesthetist. 

The  Eye  Surgeon  sees  all  cases  referred  for  refraction  by  the 
School  Medical  Officer,  examines  them,  and  prescribes  the  necessary 
treatment.  During  the  year  he  devoted  five  sessions  to  the  work. 
At  each  session  he  sees  not  more  than  ten  cases. 
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The  School  Nurses  attend  at  the  treatment  and  other  Climes, 
and  at  the  Schools  during  routine  medical  and  dental  inspections. 
They  carry  out  inspections  at  the  Schools  for  verminous  condi- 
tions, and  visit  the  Schools  and  the  homes  of  the  children  for  the 
purpose  of  following  up  cases  referred  for  treatment.  They  devote 
one-half  of  their  time  to  the  work  of  the  Infant  and  Child  Welfare 
Department. 

The  Clerk  devotes  half  her  time  to  the  work  of  the  School 
Medical  Department  and  half  to  the  work  of  the  Infant  and  Child 
Welfare  Department,  and  certain  other  statistical  work  of  the 
Health  Department. 


CO-ORDINATION. 

2.  (a).  As  will  be  seen  above,  the  Officials  carrying  out  most 
of  the  work  of  the  School  Medical  Service  are  also  employed  in  other 
health  work  in  the  City,  so  that  co-ordination  is  complete. 

(b).  There  are  no  Nursery  Schools.  Up  to  January,  1922, 
it  had  been  the  custom  to  admit  children  of  three  years  of  age  to 
the  Infant  Departments  of  the  Public  Elementary  Schools.  Since 
1st  January,  1922,  no  child  has  been  allowed  to  commence  school 
before  the  school  term  during  which  his  or  her  fifth  birthday 
occurs. 


(c)  Children  up  to  the  age  of  five  years  are  dealt  with  in 
the  scheme  for  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  established  by  the  City 
Council,  which  includes  supervision  of  the  children  in  the  homes 
by  the  Health  Visitors,  and  the  holding  of  a Welfare  Clinic  on  two 
afternoons  in  each  week  under  the  supervision  of  a Medical  Officer. 


THE  SCHOOL  MEDICAL  SERVICE  IN  RELATION  TO 
PUBLIC  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS. 

3.  SCHOOL  HYGIENE. 

There  are  11  Public  Elementary  Schools  in  the  City,  all  of 
which  are  inspected  under  the  Local  Authority’s  Scheme  for 
Medical  Inspection.  In  these  Schools  there  are  15  departments. 
Three  Schools  are  “ Provided  ” Schools,  viz.  : Lord  Scudamore’s, 
(with  three  departments),  St.  Owen’s  and  St.  Peter’s.  The  Infant 
department  of  the  Holmer  School  is  also  “ Provided.”  A general 
review  of  the  School  premises  was  given  in  the  Report  for  1921, 
and  it  will  be  sufficient  to  refer  briefly  to  the  subject. 

No  structural  additions  or  alterations  have  been  made  in 
any  of  the  Schools  during  the  year. 


43 


ACCOMMODATION  AND  OVERCROWDING. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  children  on  the 
registers,  and  the  accommodation  provided  at  the  Schools  in 
October,  1925  : — 


No.  on 

A ccommodation 

School. 

Register. 

approved. 

R.C.  Mixed  and  Infants 

311 

...  312 

All  Saints’,  Infants 

220 

...  224 

Blue  Coat,  Girls 

298 

...  420 

Holmer  C.,  Infants 

125 

...  200 

Holmer  C.  of  E.,  Mixed 

238 

...  294 

Lord  Scudamore’s,  Boys 

238 

...  280 

Lord  Scudamore’s,  Girls 

240 

...  250 

Lord  Scudamore’s,  Junior  Mixed 

279 

. . . 340 

St.  James’,  Infants 

St.  John’s,  Boys 

215 

...  288 

54 

...  172 

St.  Martin’s,  Junior  Mixed 

86 

...  195 

St.  Owen’s,  Boys 

337 

...  400 

St.  Peter’s,  Girls... 

167 

...  260 

TupsleyC.  of  E.,  Mixed  & Infants  118 

...  153 

2,926 

...  3,788 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  total  accommodation  provided  is 
considerably  in  excess  of  the  numbers  on  the  registers. 

HEATING. 

The  temperature  of  every  Class-room  taken  by  reading  a 
thermometer  suspended  in  the  middle  of  the  room  is  recorded 
during  each  morning  and  afternoon  session.  The  records  are 
taken  with  care  in  most  cases,  and  afford  a rough  guide  as  to  the 
efficiency  of  the  heating  in  Winter,  and  ventilation  in  Summer. 
In  a few  instances,  temperatures  which  are  lower  than  desirable 
were  recorded  on  one  or  two  occasions  ; while  during  the  warm 
weather  in  June,  some  of  the  temperatures  recorded  were  too 
high. 

SCHOOL  FURNITURE. 

Dual  pattern  desks  are  in  use  in  all  the  Schools,  exclusively 
in  most  cases,  and  in  others,  the  obsolete  type  are  being  replaced 
by  dual  pattern  desks,  as  the  former  become  worn  out.  Black- 
boards are  generally  satisfactory  and  maintained  in  good  order.  No 
cases  of  eye  strain  due  to  unsatisfactory  blackboards  have  been 
noted. 

LAVATORIES  AND  SANITARY  CONVENIENCES. 

All  Schools  are  supplied  with  water  from  the  Town  Mains  for 
drinking  and  washing.  Water  carriage  is  employed  in  all  the 
sanitary  conveniences,  some  of  which  however  are  of  the  objection- 
able trough-closet  type. 
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CLEANLINESS. 

The  cleanliness  of  the  Schools  continues  to  show  signs  of 
improvement.  Dusting  above  eye  level  is  not  carried  out  very 
satisfactorily  in  certain  of  the  Schools.  The  use  of  a proprietary 
substance  to  prevent  the  raising  of  dust  while  sweeping  has  been 
successful  in  several  of  the  Schools.  This  treatment  takes  the  place 
of  too  frequent  scrubbing,  which  tends  to  soak  the  floorboards 
and  give  rise  to  dampness  under  the  flooring.  Sufficient  care  in 
the  cleansing  of  the  sanitary  offices  is  not  always  taken.  Children 
should  be  educated  in  the  proper  use  of  these  ; this  object  is  de- 
feated if  they  are  kept  in  a foul  and  insanitary  state  through  want 
of  ordinary  cleansing  by  the  caretaker. 

There  are  instances,  I am  informed,  where  the  fouling  takes 
place  during  their  use  after  school  hours  by  unauthorised  persons. 
This  should  be  prevented  by  providing  the  offices  with  suitable 
doors  with  locks,  to  be  secured  immediately  after  the  scholars 
leave  for  the  day. 

During  the  Summer  Vacation,  cleansing  and  repairs  were 
carried  out  as  under  : — 


All  Saints'  School. 

The  interior  walls  of  the  Central  Hall  and  East  Class-room 
upstairs  were  coloured,  two  coats  above  the  dados  where  previously 
coloured,  and  the  whole  of  the  remaining  walls  and  ceilings,  roof 
timbers,  etc.,  were  thoroughly  brushed  and  cleaned  down.  The 
walls  of  the  offices  were  limewashed  one  coat,  after  being  thoroughly 
cleaned  down,  and  the  urinal  black  varnished  one  coat  to  the  exist- 
ing height. 


Blue  Coat  School. 

The  whole  of  the  interior  walls,  ceilings,  roof  timbers,  glazed 
partitions,  etc.,  were  thoroughly  brushed  and  cleaned  down.  The 
walls  of  the  offices  were  limewashed  one  coat,  after  being  thoroughly 
cleaned  down. 


Holmer  Infant  School. 

The  interior  walls  of  the  Teachers'  room  and  lavatory  were 
coloured  two  coats  where  previously  coloured,  and  the  ceilings 
whitened  two  coats.  The  whole  of  the  remaining  walls,  ceilings, 
roof  timbers,  etc.,  were  thoroughly  brushed  and  cleaned  down. 
The  division  walls  of  the  offices  were  repaired  and  the  whole  of  the 
walls  limewashed  one  coat,  after  being  thoroughly  cleaned  down. 
I have  already  drawn  attention  to  the  lack  of  through  ventilation 
in  Room  No.  2,  and  suggested  a remedy. 
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Holmer  Mixed  School. 

The  whole  of  the  walls  of  the  Class-rooms  Nos.  2,  3 and  5 
were  coloured  two  coats  where  previously  coloured.  The  whole 
of  the  doors  inside  the  School  were  thoroughly  washed  and  painted 
one  good  coat  and  the  painted  dados  touched  up.  All  broken 
glass  was  renewed.  The  whole  of  the  remaining  walls,  ceilings, 
roof  timbers,  glazed  screens,  etc.,  were  thoroughly  brushed  down, 
and  the  woodwork  cleaned.  The  walls  of  the  offices  were  lime- 
washed,  after  being  thoroughly  cleaned  down. 

Roman  Catholic  School. 

The  whole  of  the  walls  of  the  eight  Class-rooms  and  two  Cloak- 
rooms were  coloured  two  coats  where  previously  coloured,  and  the 
ceilings  whitened  two  coats.  The  whole  of  the  dados  and  wood- 
work where  painted  previously  was  cleaned  down  and  painted  two 
coats.  The  woodwork  to  glazed  screens  were  washed  down  and 
cleaned.  The  wash-hand  basins  in  the  Cloak-rooms  were  cleaned 
and  had  two  coats  of  white  enamel.  A new  glass  panel  was  fixed 
to  door  of  Boys’  Cloak-room,  and  the  skylight  of  Girls’  Cloak-room 
re-puttied.  The  walls  of  the  offices  were  limewashed  one  coat, 
after  being  thoroughly  cleaned  down. 

Lord  Scudamore’s  School. 

Boys’  Department. 

The  whole  of  the  walls  of  Class-rooms  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4 and  5 
were  coloured  two  coats  where  previously  coloured,  and  the  ceiling 
of  No.  2 Class-room  whitened  two  coats.  The  whole  of  the  re- 
maining walls,  ceilings,  and  woodwork  were  thoroughly  brushed 
down  and  cleaned.  One  broken  pane  of  glass  was  replaced.  The 
walls  of  the  offices  were  limewashed  one  coat  after  being  thoroughly 
cleaned  down. 

Girls’  Department. 

The  walls  of  the  Teachers’  Room  were  coloured  two  coats 
where  previously  coloured,  and  the  ceiling  whitened  two  coats. 
The  whole  of  the  remaining  walls,  ceilings  and  woodwork  were 
thoroughly  brushed  down  and  cleaned.  The  walls  of  the  offices 
were  limewashed  one  coat. 

Junior  Mixed  Department. 

The  walls  of  Class-room  No.  2 were  coloured  two  coats  where 
previously  coloured,  and  the  ceiling  whitened  two  coats.  The 
colouring  of  the  corridor  was  touched  up  where  necessary.  The 
whole  of  the  remaining  ceilings,  walls  and  woodwork  were 
thoroughly  brushed  down  and  cleaned,  including  the  Central  Hall. 
The  whole  of  the  walls  of  the  offices  were  limewashed  one  coat, 
after  being  thoroughly  cleaned  down. 
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St.  James’  School. 

The  whole  of  the  walls  and  ceilings  were  thoroughly  brushed 
down,  and  the  walls  of  the  offices  were  limewashed  one  coat,  after 
being  thoroughly  cleaned  down. 

St.  John’s  School. 

The  wash-hand  basins  were  cleaned  and  had  two  coats  of 
white  enamel.  The  whole  of  the  walls  and  ceilings  were  thoroughly 
brushed  and  cleaned  down,  and  the  walls  of  the  offices  were  lime- 
washed  one  coat,  after  being  thoroughly  cleaned  down. 

St.  Martin’s  School. 

The  ceiling  of  Cloak-room  No.  1 was  whitened  two  coats. 
The  two  doors  in  the  Central  Hall  were  cleaned  down,  stained, 
and  twice  varnished.  The  whole  of  the  remainder  of  the  walls, 
ceilings,  roof  timbers,  doors  and  glazed  screens  were  thoroughly 
brushed  and  cleaned  down.  The  walls  of  the  offices  were  lime- 
washed  after  being  thoroughly  cleaned  down. 

St.  Peter’s  School. 

Exterior. 

The  whole  of  the  exterior  wood  and  iron  work,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  play-shed,  including  doors,  windows  and  reveals,  sky- 
lights, ventilators,  eaves  gutters,  down  pipes,  entrance  gates, 
railings,  etc.,  and  where  else  previously  painted,  were  scraped, 
cleaned  and  burnt  off,  and  thoroughly  rubbed  down  with  sand- 
paper. All  defective  puttey,  mastic,  and  pointing  to  door  and 
window  frames  were  made  good.  All  eaves  gutters  were  cleaned 
out  and  all  defective  joints  of  gutters  and  downpipes  were  re-made 
with  red  lead.  All  woodwork  was  painted  two  coats  genuine 
white  lead  in  oil  paint,  and  ironwork  two  coats  Oxide  of  Iron 
paint.  All  eaves  gutters  were  painted  inside  as  well  as  out. 

Interior. 

The  whole  of  the  walls,  ceilings,  and  woodwork  were  thoroughly 
brushed  down  and  cleaned.  The  offices  were  limewashed  one  coat, 
after  being  thoroughly  cleaned  down. 

Tupsley  School. 

The  walls  of  Class-rooms  and  Infants’  Cloak-room  were 
coloured  two  coats  where  previously  coloured,  and  the  dado  near 
the  stove  was  touched  up.  The  lavatory  basins  were  cleaned  and 
enamelled  white  two  coats,  and  the  waste  pipes  repaired.  The 
whole  of  the  remaining  walls,  ceilings,  and  woodwork  were 
thoroughly  cleaned  and  brushed  down.  The  walls  of  the  offices 
were  limewashed  one  coat,  after  being  thoroughly  cleaned  down. 
The  urinal  and  doors  of  the  two  W.C.’s  in  the  Boys’  Offices 
were  black  varnished  one  coat. 
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' Domestic  Science  Centre. 

The  walls  of  the  Mistress’s  sitting-room  were  coloured  two 
coats  where  previously  coloured.  The  remainder  of  walls,  ceilings, 
and  woodwork  were  thoroughly  cleaned  and  brushed  down. 

ARRANGEMENTS  FOR  DRYING  BOOTS  AND  CLOTHING. 

In  six  instances,  the  cloak-rooms  are  warmed  by  means  of 
hot-water  radiators.  In  six  instances  the  drying  is  carried  out 
by  the  side  of  a class-room  fireplace.  One  School  has  a cloak- 
room with  a tire  when  necessary.  In  one  School  it  was  reported 
that  no  special  arrangements  were  made,  but  in  this  case  it  is 
possible  that  the  arrangements  were  most  efficient  ! 

ARRANGEMENTS  FOR  WARMING  UP  AND  SERVICE  OF 
MEALS  BROUGHT  TO  SCHOOL  BY  THE  CHILDREN. 

In  the  R.C.  Schools  the  use  of  the  kitchen  in  the  adjacent 
convent  is  made  available.  No  special  arrangements  are  made 
in  the  other  Schools,  but  in  three  instances  the  gas-stove  or  fire 
in  the  teachers’  room  may  be  used.  In  only  two  of  the  Schools 
does  there  appear  to  be  efficient  supervision  of  the  children  during 
the  meals ; although  in  one  case  the  number  of  children  who 
remain  at  school  during  the  mid-day  interval  is  44.  In  others  the 
figures  are  10,  19,  25,  and  36  respectively. 

PLAYGROUND  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  surface  of  several  of  the  playgrounds  is  unsatisfactory. 
I wish  to  draw  attention  to  the  playgrounds  of  Holmer  Mixed, 
St.  Martin’s,  and  St.  James’  Schools  in  this  respect.  A rough 
surface  is  dangerous  if  the  children  fall,  as  abrasions  and  other 
injuries  are  likely  to  follow.  The  holding  of  open-air  classes  and 
physical  drill  can  be  carried  out  satisfactorily  in  the  playground 
only  if  the  surface  is  well  drained.  Only  live  of  the  Schools  are 
provided  with  playground  shelters. 

The  schools’  windows  are  cleaned  once  a year  by  contract. 
The  beneficial  effect  of  sunlight  in  general  health  is  being  recog- 
nised, and  sunlight  cannot  penetrate  dirty  glass  so  readily  as  it 
can  clean  glass.  Some  of  the  schools  are  surrounded  by  other 
buildings,  and  a certain  amount  of  light  is  thereby  cut  off,  but 
all  should  have  the  best  possible  natural  lighting,  and  this  can 
only  be  effected  by  more  frequent  cleaning  of  windows. 

SCHOOL  HOLIDAYS. 

Early  in  the  year  the  date  of  the  Summer  Vacation  was  fixed 
from  21st  August  till  5th  October,  partly,  it  is  understood,  in 
order  that  the  holiday  might  coincide  with  the  local  hop-picking. 
The  attention  of  the  Authority  was  drawn  to  the  desirability  of 
arranging  at  least  part  of  the  Summer  holiday  earlier  in  the  year, 
for  these  reasons  : — 
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1.  During  the  warm  months  of  the  Summer,  the  efficient 
ventilation  and  cooling  of  the  atmosphere  in  some  of  the 
Schools  has  been  found  difficult  and  excessive  temperatures 
in  the  class-rooms  have  been  recorded. 

2.  It  has  been  proved  that  the  period  of  the  greatest 
physical  growth  in  childhood  is  during  August,  and  at  that 
time,  mental  stress  should  be  at  a minimum. 

3.  A large  portion  of  the  “ Summer  ” holiday  will  be 
after  the  Autumn  equinox,  when  the  power  of  the  sun’s  rays 
is  becoming  less  beneficial.  The  children  should  be  given 
the  opportunity  of  being  as  much  as  possible  in  the  open  air 
during  the  months  when  the  sun’s  rays  are  most  active.  The 
lack  of  the  usual  dose  of  sunshine  last  year  is  no  doubt  one 
of  the  causes  of  the  large  amount  of  sickness  among  the 
children  during  the  present  Winter. 

MEDICAL  INSPECTION. 

Due  notice  of  the  visit  of  the  School  Medical  Officer  to  carry 
out  Routine  Medical  Inspection  is  sent  to  the  Head  Teacher,  who 
is  responsible  for  sending  out  notices  to  parents  inviting  them 
to  be  present  at  the  Routine  Medical  Inspection  of  their  children, 
and  asking  them  to  supply  particulars  of  previous  illnesses  and 
defects,  to  which  the  School  Medical  Officer  should  have  his  atten- 
tion specially  drawn.  Routine  Medical  Inspections  are  carried 
out  at  every  School  twice  during  the  year,  so  that  children  who 
are  absent  at  the  first  visit,  and  all  newly  admitted  scholars  are 
medically  examined,  as  far  as  possible,  in  their  proper  age  groups. 
The  first  Medical  Inspection  of  the  Entrant  groups  for  the  year  is 
carried  out  after  the  Easter  holidays,  as  it  is  found  that  many 
of  the  entrants  commence  school  at  that  time.  The  School  Nurse 
visits  the  School  before  the  Medical  Officer  for  the  purpose  of 
weighing  and  measuring  the  children.  She  also  makes  preliminary 
tests  of  vision,  so  that  the  Medical  Officer  has  to  deal  only  with 
those  children  who  are  likely  to  be  referred  for  any  defect  in  this 
particular. 

(a).  Age  Group. — Routine  Medical  Inspection  is  carried  out 
of  all  children  in  the  three  age  groups  laid  down  by  the  Board  of 
Education,  viz.  : — Entrants,  Intermediates,  and  Leavers.  During 
the  year  ending  31st  December,  1925,  the  Routine  Medical  In- 
spection of  1,183  children  was  carried  out.  This  number  was 
made  up  as  under : — 


Entrants. 

Intermediates. 

Leavers. 

Boys 

...  253 

150 

179 

Girls 

...  221 

169 

211 

Totals 

...  474 

319 

390 
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The  corresponding  figures  for  1924  were  : — Entrants,  277  ; 
Intermediates,  256  ; Leavers,  296.  Total,  829. 

The  great  increase  in  the  number  of  entrants  is  mainly  ac- 
counted for  by  the  post-war  increase  in  the  birth-rate  in  the  years 
1919  and  1920.  This  increase  was  greater  in  the  second  half  of 
1925,  and  the  Routine  Medical  Inspection  of  Entrants  had  to  be 
carried  on  right  up  to  the  Christmas  vacation.  There  is  also  an 
increase  in  the  two  other  groups,  but  this  is  not  so  marked,  and 
the  numbers  more  nearly  approach  those  of  1923.  There  is  some 
evidence  too  that  there  is  at  present  a tide  of  immigration  into 
Hereford,  and  this  may  have  had  some  bearing  on  the  increase  in 
numbers. 

(■ b ).  There  has  been  no  departure  from  the  Board’s  schedule 
of  medical  inspection. 

(c).  Steps  taken  to  Secure  the  Early  Ascertainment  of  Crippling 
Defect. — A card  index  is  kept  of  all  abnormal  children  who  are 
attending  Elementary  Schools  and  of  all  children  of  school  age 
who  are  not  attending  school.  The  index  includes  all  children 
who  are  suffering  from  ascertained  crippling  defects.  All  such 
children  attending  school  are  seen  as  special  cases  at  Routine 
Medical  Inspection  every  year  and  at  such  other  times  as  may  be 
necessary  at  the  School  Clinic.  Fresh  cases  of  children  suffering 
from  crippling  defects  for  addition  to  the  list  are  reported  by  the 
teacher  at  the  time  of  Routine  Medical  Inspection,  and  those  who 
do  not  attend  school  are  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  School  Medical 
Officer  by  the  School  Attendance  Officer,  who  also  ascertains  if  the 
children  are  under  medical  supervision  ; if  they  are  not,  the  parents 
are  invited  to  bring  them  to  the  School  Clinic  for  examination 
and  appropriate  treatment,  if  any  is  arranged,  either  by  a private 
doctor  or  a hospital.  Suitable  cases  are  sent  to  the  Orthopaedic 
Centre,  opened  during  1922  by  the  local  branch  of  the  British 
Red  Cross  Society.  During  the  year,  two  cases  were  under  treat- 
ment at  the  Centre. 

During  the  year  a house  to  house  census  of  children  of  school 
age  was  made  by  the  Education  Authority ; and  information 
concerning  all  abnormal  children  who  were  not  in  attendance  at 
school  was  given  to  the  School  Medical  Officer  ; so  that  at  the 
present  time  information  on  this  matter  is  complete. 

5.  FINDINGS  OF  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS. 

Review  of  the  Facts  Disclosed  by  Medical 

Inspection. 

The  following  table  shows  the  average  heights  and  weights 
of  Hereford  children  examined  last  year,  compared  with  average 
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measurements  of  all  school  children  in  England  and  Wales.  Only 
three  age  groups  are  dealt  with,  as  the  number  examined  at  other 
ages  are  too  small  for  comparison  : — 


ANTHROPOMETRY,  1925. 


HEIGHT. 


Age 

in 

No. 

Height, 

A verage 
England  and 

Amount  by  which 
Hereford  children 
are  above  or  below 

years. 

examined. 

ins. 

Wales. 

the  average. 

Boys.  Girls. 

Boys.  Girls. 

Boys.  Girls. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

5 ., 

..  232  194 

41.8  41.8 

40.6  40.4 

+ 1.2 

+ 1 .4 

8 .. 

..  150  169 

49.4  48.3 

47.3  46.9 

+2.1 

+ 1.4 

12  .. 

,.  173  264 

56.4  55.3 

54.8  55.4 

+ 1 .8 

- 0.1 

Age 

in 

No. 

WEIGHT. 

Average 

Weight,  England  and 

Amount  by  which 
Hereford  children 
are  above  or  below 

years. 

examined. 

lbs. 

Wales . 

the  average. 

Boys.  Girls. 

Boys.  Girls. 

Boys.  Girls. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

5 

..  232  194 

40.0  39.8 

38.6  37.7 

+ 1 .4 

+2.1 

8 ., 

..  150  169 

54.1  53.1 

52.0  49.5 

+2.1 

+ 3.6 

12  .. 

..  173  264 

72.6  71.7 

72.6  73.8 

Nil. 

- 2.1 

Compared  with  1924,  the  height  and  weight  of  the  5-year-old 
group  and  the  weight  of  the  12-year-old  group  has  varied  little. 
The  8-year-old  group  are  shorter  and  heavier,  and  the  12-year-old 
group  are  taller.  The  general  nutrition  of  the  children  is  not  so 
good  as  in  1924,  but  better  than  in  1923.  No  cases  of  suffering  due 
to  deprivation  of  food  were  found. 

(a).  Cleanliness. — There  is  very  little  improvement  in  the 
cleanliness  of  the  children  since  last  year,  although  the  standards 
adopted  have  been  the  same.  At  the  Routine  Inspections  made 
by  the  School  Nurses,  the  percentages  of  verminous  children 
set  out  in  the  following  table  are  far  from  satisfactory  : — 


Sciioor. 

Bad. 

Boys.  Girls. 

Moderate. 
Boys.  Girls. 

Seight. 
Boys.  Girls. 

Totae. 
Boys.  Girls. 

All  Saints' (Infants)  ... 

0/ 

/o 

0/ 

/o 

0/ 

/o 

0/ 

/o 

0/ 

/o 

0/ 

/o 

0/ 

/o 

o/ 

/o 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

1.0 

1.5 

18. 

0 

1.5 

19 

0 

Blue  Coat  (Girls) 

— • 

1 

5 

— 

1.1 

— ■ 

12 

0 

— ■ 

15 

0 

Holmer  (Mixed) 

0.8 

2 

.7 

0.8 

7.5 

10.2 

30 

0 

12.0 

40 

5 

Holmer  (Infants) 

Nil. 

4 

.7 

2.0 

7.1 

2.0 

14 

2 

4.0 

26 

8 

Roman  Catholic  Mixed 

and  Infants 

1.7 

4 

.7 

3.4 

8.1 

6.8 

14 

0 

11.9 

27 

2 

vScudamore  (Boys) 

Nil. 

Nil. 

— ■ 

4.6 

— 

4.6 

„ (Girls)  ... 

— 

.4 

1.8 

— - 

23 

0 

— ■ 

25 

4 

,,  (Juniors)  ... 

1.0 

1 

.0 

Nil. 

8.0 

5.0 

14 

8 

6.0 

24 

0 

St.  fames’ (Infants)  ... 

Nil. 

2 

.3 

Nil. 

3.5 

Nil. 

20 

0 

Nil. 

25 

.8 

St.  John’s  (Boys) 

Nil. 

Nil. 

— 

4.0 

4.0 

St.  Martin’s  (Infants)... 

Nil. 

3 

.6 

Nil. 

7.0 

Nil. 

29 

0 

Nil. 

37 

.8 

St.  Owen’s  (Boys) 

Nil. 

Nil. 

— ■ 

5.7 

5.7 

vSt.  Peter’s  (Girls) 

- — - 

5 

.7 

• — - 

10.9 

- — - 

35 

6 

— • 

52 

.3 

Tupsley  (Mixed) 

2.0 

2 

1 

Nil. 

Nil. 

2.0 

18 

6 

4.0 

21 

.0 
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Compared  with  1924,  the  figure  for  five  departments  is  worse, 
and  for  eight  departments  it  is  better.  In  one  department  it  is 
stationary.  These  inspections  are  made  by  the  School  Nurses 
without  previous  warning  to  the  parents.  At  Routine  Medical 
Inspections  by  the  School  Medical  Officer,  of  which  the  parents  have 
due  warning,  45  out  of  1,183  children  were  found  to  be  in  such  a 
verminous  condition  that  their  health  was  likely  to  suffer  thereby. 
It  is  true  that  a clean  child  may  become  infested  by  sitting  near  a 
verminous  child,  but  such  chance  infections  are  easily  recognised. 
They  are  few  in  number.  The  majority  of  verminous  children  give 
ample  evidence  by  inspection  and  by  their  previous  record  of 
persistent  neglect  on  the  part  of  the  parents  or  guardians.  The 
parents  of  five  children  were  proceeded  against  under  the  School 
Attendance  Byelaws.  Needless  to  say,  much  of  the  time  of  the 
Officers  of  the  School  Medical  Service  is  taken  up  in  dealing  with 
this  matter.  An  experiment  in  intensive  inspection  of  the  worst 
offenders  in  one  girls’  school  was  commenced  toward  the  end 
of  the  year. 

There  is  no  Cleansing  Station  provided  by  the  Local  Authority, 
but  assistance  is  given  in  the  cleansing  of  verminous  children  by 
the  School  Nurses  in  the  homes  of  the  children  or  at  the  School 
Clinic. 

(■ b ).  Minor  Ailments. — Children  suffering  from  minor  ailments 
are  as  a rule  referred  to  the  Minor  Ailment  Clinic  by  parents  or 
teachers.  There  is  a tendency,  however,  to  interpret  the  term 
“ minor  ailment  ” too  widely,  and  in  some  instances  the  only 
action  that  can  be  taken  at  the  clinic  is  to  refer  the  case  to  a private 
doctor  or  hospital.  Twenty-six  cases  of  organic  heart  disease  were 
found,  23  of  functional  disease,  and  35  cases  of  anaemia.  There  were 
35  cases  of  Bronchitis. 

(c) .  Tonsils  and  Adenoids. — Sixty-five  children  were  found 
to  have  enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids,  and  of  these  25  required 
treatment.  One  hundred  and  seven  children  had  enlarged  tonsils 
only.  This  condition  was  in  a minor  degree  in  89  of  these,  and 
may  have  been  due  to  some  extent  to  faulty  methods  of  respiration 
and  insufficient  cleanliness  in  the  mouth. 

(d) .  Tuberculosis.— AM  children  who  have  previously  been 
notified  are  seen  from  time  to  time  throughout  the  year.  As  will 
be  seen  in  table  3 below,  there  are  19  cases  of  Tuberculosis  among 
children  of  school  age.  During  the  year,  seven  cases  of  Tuber- 
culosis (one  Pulmonary  and  six  Non-Pulmonary)  were  notified 
amongst  children  of  school  age. 

(e) .  Skin  Diseases. — Twenty-two  cases  of  Skin  Disease  were 
found  at  Routine  Medical  Inspection — the  majority  of  which 
were  Impetigo  or  Contagious  Sores.  Five  hundred  and  twenty- 
seven  cases  of  Skin  Disease  or  Injuries  presented  themselves  for 
treatment  at  the  Minor  Ailment  Clinic. 
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(/).  External  Eye  Disease. — -There  were  17  cases  of  Blepharitis 
found  at  Medical  Inspection  ; three  cases  of  Corneal  Opacities 
and  one  case  of  Conjunctivitis.  There  were  24  cases  of  Squint. 
A number  of  cases  of  External  Eye  Disease  among  children  are 
taken  to  the  out-patient  department  of  the  Eye  Hospital. 

(g) .  Vision. — Thirty-eight  children  were  found  to  have 
defective  vision  at  the  time  of  Routine  Medical  Inspection.  There 
is  still  a certain  reluctance  in  some  cases,  both  on  the  part  of  the 
children  and  of  the  parents,  to  continue  the  wearing  of  spectacles 
when  these  are  prescribed.  One  hundred  and  thirteen  special 
inspections  were  carried  out,  mainly  re-inspections  of  cases  not 
requiring  treatment  by  spectacles.  All  children  are  seen  wearing 
their  glasses  after  these  have  been  fitted. 

(h) .  Ear  Disease  and  Hearing. — Only  seven  cases  were  found 
at  Routine  Medical  Inspection  to  require  treatment.  Children 
suffering  from  ear  defects  are  usually  sent  to  the  Minor  Ailment 
Clinic,  where  a more  thorough  examination  can  be  carried  out 
and  the  appropriate  treatment  arranged.  Defects  in  hearing  are 
often  noticed  in  the  first  instance  by  the  teachers. 

(i) .  Dental  Defect. — The  School  Dentist  devoted  17 J days 
to  dental  inspection  at  the  Schools.  Two  thousand  two  hundred 
and  thirty-eight  children  were  examined,  and  965  were  found  to 
require  treatment.  This  represents  a percentage  of  38.6  referred 
for  treatment,  as  compared  with  42.5  for  the  year  1924. 

At  Routine  Medical  Inspection  the  teeth  of  the  children  are 
examined  without  the  aid  of  a dental  mirror,  and  it  was  found 
that  270  children  out  of  1,183  examined,  had  more  than  four 
unsound  teeth.  The  corresponding  figures  for  1924  were  76  children 
out  of  829  examined. 

During  the  year  Routine  Dental  Inspection  has  been  carried 
out  at  12  departments  out  of  15. 

(j) .  Crippling  Defects. — All  children  suffering  from  crippling 
defects  are  seen  at  each  visit  to  the  School  for  Routine  Medical 
Inspection.  Those  who  do  not  attend  school  are  either  visited 
at  their  homes  by  the  School  Nurses  or  seen  at  the  School  Clinic. 
There  are  15  cripple  children  attending  the  Elementary  Schools 
and  two  children  not  attending  school. 

(k) .  Vaccination. — The  neglect  of  vaccination  against  Small- 
pox, to  which  I have  referred  in  previous  Reports,  continues. 
During  1925,  Smallpox  was  still  very  prevalent  in  England.  It 
is  true  that  the  type  of  disease  prevalent  at  the  present  time  is 
mild,  but  we  have  no  guarantee  that  it  will  remain  so.  The  only 
certain  preventive  measure  against  Smallpox  becoming  epidemic 
throughout  the  country  is  efficient  Vaccination.  The  following 
table  gives  the  percentage  of  children  showing  no  evidence  of 
previous  Vaccination  at  the  time  of  Routine  Medical  Inspection  ; — 
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Percentage  U nvaccinated. 


1921. 

1922. 

1923. 

1924. 

1925. 

Leavers — Boys 

34 

41 

46 

58 

59 

Girls 

37 

40 

47 

58 

48 

Intermediate — Boys. . 

53 

65 

63 

52 

64 

Girls... 

65 

63 

64 

61 

52 

Entrants — Boys 

65 

71 

63 

76 

67 

Girls 

68 

70 

70 

77 

71 

6.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

All  cases  of  Notifiable  Infectious  Disease  are  brought  to  the 
notice  of  the  School  Medical  Officer  in  his  capacity  of  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  and  the  school  attendance  of  the  patient  and 
contacts  regulated  accordingly.  Cases  of  Non-Notifiable  Infectious 
Disease  are  reported  to  the  School  Medical  Officer  by  the  Teachers 
and  the  School  Attendance  Officer.  If  necessary,  the  case  is  investi- 
gated by  one  of  the  School  Nurses,  and  attendance  of  the  case 
and  contacts  regulated  under  the  direction  of  the  School  Medical 
Officer. 

Among  children  attending  the  Elementary  Schools  during 
1925,  19  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  (9  boys  and  10  girls),  15  cases  of 
Diphtheria  (4  boys  and  11  girls),  2 cases  of  Erysipelas  (girls), 
1 case  of  Pneumonia  (boy),  and  20  cases  of  Chicken-pox  (9  boys 
and  1 1 girls)  were  notified. 

One  hundred  and  fourteen  cases  of  Measles,  24  cases  of  Mumps, 
16  cases  of  Whooping  Cough,  and  5 cases  of  Chicken-pox  were 
notified  by  the  Head  Teachers. 

Twenty-six  of  the  cases  of  Notifiable  Infectious  Disease  were 
found  at  the  School  Medical  Inspection,  and  notified  by  the  School 
Medical  Officer. 

7.  FOLLOWING  UP. 

The  parents  of  children  found  suffering  from  Physical  Defects 
at  Routine  Medical  Inspections  are  informed  of  this  if  the  defect 
requires  treatment.  The  report  is  sent  on  a form  with  counterfoil 
which  the  parent  is  asked  to  have  filled  up  by  the  doctor  or  dentist 
undertaking  treatment,  and  returned  to  the  School  Medical  Officer. 
After  a suitable  interval,  if  the  counterfoil  is  not  returned,  the  child 
is  seen  again  at  the  School  by  the  School  Nurse,  and  if  necessary 
visited  at  home  to  see  if  the  necessary  treatment  has  been  obtained. 
In  this  connection,  the  School  Nurses  paid  559  visits  to  the  homes 
during  the  year.  The  following-up  of  children  who  are  “ under 
observation  ” is  accomplished  by  calling  them  up  from  time  to 
time  to  the  School  Clinic  on  Saturday  mornings  for  examination 
by  the  School  Medical  Officer. 


54 


8.  MEDICAL  TREATMENT. 

The  Treatment  Scheme  of  the  Local  Education  Authority 
provides  for  the  treatment  of  the  following  defects  in  children 
attending  Public  Elementary  Schools  - 

1.  Minor  Ailments. 

2.  Dental  Defects. 

3.  Enlarged  Tonsils  and  Adenoids. 

4.  Errors  of  Refraction  (Defective  Vision). 

No  charge  is  made  for  the  treatment  of  Minor  Ailments. 
A small  nominal  charge,  varying  with  the  ability  of  the  parent 
to  pay,  is  made  for  treatment  of  the  other  defects  mentioned 
above. 

(a).  Minor  Ailments. — The  Minor  Ailment  Clinic  is  held 
daily  at  the  Town  Hall  at  9 a.m.  During  the  year  alterations 
have  been  made  in  the  Clinic.  A small  room  previously  used  as 
a store  room  has  been  fitted  up  as  a consulting  room.  Hitherto, 
all  children  were  examined  by  the  School  Medical  Officer  in  the 
room  where  the  School  Nurses  were  carrying  out  the  treatment 
of  cases.  Now  there  is  more  privacy  and  greater  quietness  during 
the  examination  of  the  children.  The  lighting  of  the  new  room 
is  so  arranged  that  examinations  by  the  auroscope  can  be  carried 
out.  Additional  heating  has  been  provided  for  the  treatment 
room  and  the  whole  of  the  premises  re-decorated. 

The  School  Medical  Officer  attends  from  9.30  to  10.30,  or 
later  if  necessary,  and  sees  all  cases  attending  for  the  first  time 
to  prescribe  the  necessary  treatment  and  arrange  absence  from 
school  if  necessary.  The  Medical  Officer  sees  the  children  from 
time  to  time  during  treatment  and  also  on  completion  of  treatment 
before  return  to  School. 

The  Minor  Ailment  Clinic  is  the  clearing  house  for  treatment 
of  all  defects  undertaken  by  the  Local  Authority,  and  from  it  the 
various  forms  of  treatment  by  Specialists  are  arranged. 

The  educative  and  preventive  function  of  the  Clinic  must 
not  be  lost  sight  of,  as  many  parents  think  the  Clinic  is  to  take  the 
place  of  the  private  doctor  or  the  Hospital  Out-Patient  Depart- 
ment. The  work  of  the  Clinic  has  increased  during  the  past  year. 
In  1924  the  number  of  children  treated  was  1,016,  in  1925  it  was 
1,477.  The  total  number  of  attendances  was  7,915. 

(. b ).  Tonsils  and  Adenoids. — Forty-five  children  were  referred 
for  further  examination  and  treatment,  and  of  these  10  were 
operated  upon  under  the  Local  Education  Authority's  Scheme, 
two  were  operated  on  privately.  In  recommending  children  for 
treatment  for  this  condition,  the  " Instructions  for  Operative 
Treatment  ” as  set  out  in  paragraph  95  of  the  Annual  Report 
of  the  Chief  Medical  Officer  for  1919  are  borne  in  mind.  After  the 
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operation,  the  parents  are  instructed  as  to  the  necessity  of  giving 
the  child  breathing  exercise  ; but  it  is  often  found  that  this  is  either 
neglected  altogether  or  carried  out  in  a prefunctory  manner. 
During  the  year  the  Authority  acceded  to  the  request  of  the 
Surgeons  and  Anaesthetists  that  the  work  of  the  Throat  Clinic 
should  be  carried  out  on  the  terms  recommended  by  the  British 
Medical  Association.  There  has  been  no  change  in  the  personnel 
of  the  rota. 

(c) .  Tuberculosis. — Eighteen  children  of  school  age  have  been 
notified  as  suffering  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  and  are  kept 
under  observation  by  the  County  Tuberculosis  Officer.  Of  these, 
14  (7  boys  and  7 girls)  are  attending  school.  A number  of  children 
—many  of  whom  have  a family  history  of  Tuberculosis— are 
kept  under  observation  as  suspected  cases  and  pre-tuberculous 
cases.  During  the  year  12  such  cases  and  three  notified  cases 
derived  considerable  benefit  from  a stay  in  the  children's  depart- 
ment of  the  County  Sanatorium  at  Almeley. 

(d) .  Skin  Diseases.— The  various  skin  diseases  dealt  with  are 
set  out  in  Table  4 below.  It  will  be  seen  that  a large  number  of 
the  cases  are  Impetigo.  This  is  a condition  where  small  abrasions 
of  the  skin  become  infected  and  festering  sores  are  set  up.  This 
condition  is  usually  associated  with  the  lack  of  cleanliness  of  the 
skin,  and  the  timely  application  of  soap  and  water  in  sufficient 
quantity  would  do  much  to  prevent  the  condition.  As  the  con- 
dition is  contagious,  it  gives  rise  to  much  unnecessary  absenteeism, 
and,  as  it  is  preventable,  its  treatment  at  the  School  Clinic  takes 
up  the  time  of  the  School  Nurses  unnecessarily. 

The  398  cases  classified  as  “ Other  Skin  Diseases  ” in  Table  4, 
include  bruises,  cuts  and  sores  of  the  skin  other  than  cases  of 
Impetigo.  Twenty-one  cases  of  Ringworm  of  Head  and  24  cases 
of  Ringworm  of  Body  were  treated  by  local  applications.  Treat- 
ment of  this  condition  by  means  of  X Rays  is  not  undertaken 
by  the  Authority. 

(e)  . External  Eye  Disease.- — These  cases  are  dealt  with  mainly 
at  the  Minor  Ailment  Clinic.  Serious  cases  are  referred  to  the 
Eye  Hospital  or  to  a private  doctor  ; 15  cases  were  treated  at  the 
Minor  Ailment  Clinic  during  the  year. 

(/).  Vision.— Children  suffering  from  defective  vision  and 
Squint,  who  require  treatment,  are  mostly  treated  under  the 
Scheme  of  the  Local  Education  Authority.  During  the  year 
53  children  submitted  to  treatment  at  the  Eye  Clinic  ; one  was 
treated  by  a private  practitioner.  Fuller  particulars  are  given 
in  Table  4 below. 

(g).  Ear  Disease  and  Hearing. — Thirty  children  received 
treatment  at  the  Minor  Ailment  Clinic  for  diseases  of  the  ear, 
principally  Otorrhoea  and  Wax  Plugs.  Parents  are  instructed  in  the 
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use  of  the  rubber  ball  syringe,  in  order  to  carry  out  home  treat- 
ment. The  provision  of  an  “ auroscope  ” has  facilitated  the 
examination  and  treatment  of  these  cases  at  the  Clinic. 

(h) .  Dental  Defects. — The  treatment  of  dental  defects  is 
carried  out  at  the  School  Clinic  on  Fridays,  when  the  School  Dentist 
is  not  engaged  in  Routine  Medical  Inspection  at  the  Schools. 
Sixty-six  half-days  were  devoted  to  dental  treatment.  Four 
hundred  and  seventy-three  children  were  treated,  and  276  were 
re- treated  as  a result  of  periodical  examination.  More  work  could 
be  done  if  time  permitted.  The  arrangement  that  the  Dentist 
works  from  4 to  5 in  the  afternoon  will  help,  but  if  all  the  parents 
were  to  avail  themselves  of  the  facilities  offered,  this  extra  hour 
will  not  be  sufficient. 

(i) .  Crippling  Defects  and  Orthopaedics. — Two  children  were 
treated  at  the  British  Red  Cross  Society's  Orthopaedic  Clinic  for 
Crippling  conditions  following  infantile  paralysis. 

9.  OPEN  AIR  EDUCATION. 

Physical  exercises  are  given  in  the  School  playgrounds  in  fine 
weather,  and  during  the  Summer  certain  other  classes  are  taught 
in  the  playground.  Instructions  in  Horticulture  and  Nature 
Study  is  given  in  some  of  the  Schools,  and  visits  to  factories  have 
been  undertaken  in  at  least  one  School.  There  are  no  School 
Camps,  Open-Air  Class-rooms,  Day  Open-Air  Schools  or  Resi- 
dential Open-Air  Schools  in  the  City. 

10.  PHYSICAL  TRAINING. 

Beyond  recommending  children  to  be  excused  drill  on  account 
of  certain  physical  conditions,  the  School  Medical  Officer  is  not 
associated  with  the  work  of  Physical  Training.  There  is  no  Area 
Organiser  for  Physical  Training.  A Play-Centre  is  provided  at 
Lord  Scudamore's  School  every  School-day  evening  during  the 
Winter. 

11.  PROVISION  OF  MEALS. 

No  action  has  been  taken  by  the  Authority  under  the  Provision 
of  Meals  Acts,  1906-  1914.  During  the  first  three  months  of  the 
year,  122  children  who  were  considered  to  be  under-nourished  were 
given  half  a pint  of  milk  and  two  digestive  biscuits  at  school  during 
the  1 1 o’clock  interval.  The  arrangements  made  were  the  same 
as  those  described  on  page  51  of  the  Report  for  last  year,  and  the 
cost  was  met  out  of  funds  subscribed  privately. 

12.  SCHOOL  BATHS. 

There  are  no  School  Baths,  but  arrangements  are  made  by 
the  Authority  whereby  school  children  can  attend  the  Public  Baths 
and  obtain  instruction  in  swimming.  During  1925,  105  boys 
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and  84  girls  obtained  certificates  of  proficiency  in  swimming.  In 
addition,  six  girls  obtained  certificates  of  proficiency  in  life  saving 
issued  by  the  Royal  Life  Saving  Society. 


13.  CO-OPERATION  OF  PARENTS. 

As  noted  above,  parents  are  invited  to  attend  Routine  Medical 
Inspections,  and  in  order  that  as  many  parents  or  guardians  as 
possible  may  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity  of  being  present 
while  the  School  Medical  Officer  is  in  the  School,  the  Routine 
Medical  Inspections  are  carried  out  as  far  as  possible  in  the  after- 
noons. In  spite  of  this,  it  is  a matter  for  regret  that  so  few  parents 
were  present.  Household  and  other  duties  no  doubt  prevent  a 
few  parents,  but  the  majority  could  attend,  and,  apart  from  any 
advantage  to  themselves,  they  can  assist  the  School  Medical  Officer 
very  much  in  assessing  the  physical  condition  of  their  children. 
1,183  children  were  examined,  but  in  only  436  cases  was  the  parent 
or  guardian  present.  Other  relatives  attended  in  50  cases.  Again, 
many  of  the  parents  do  not  attend  with  their  children  when  they 
come  up  to  the  Treatment  Clinic  ; while  it  has  been  noticed  that 
many  who  do  are  apt  to  exaggerate  the  symptoms  and  physical 
signs  of  the  illness  of  their  children.  Such  remarks  as  “ The  child 
has  had  no  sleep  for  days  ” — “ The  child  has  had  a terrible  night  ” 
— “ The  child  has  had  no  food  for  days  ” — are  as  misleading  to 
the  Medical  Officer  as  they  are  obviously  untrue  : while  they 
tend  to  have  the  effect  on  the  child  of  making  him  imagine  he  is 
much  worse  that  he  really  is  : and  it  is  well  known  that  suggestion 
plays  an  important  part  in  many  functional  childish  ailments. 


14.  CO-OPERATION  OF  TEACHERS. 

(1) .  The  teachers  assist  in  the  preparation  of  children  for 
Medical  Inspection,  draw  the  attention  of  the  School  Medical 
Officer  to  children  who  should  be  referred  to  as  “ Specials,”  and 
send  out  the  notices  to  parents  announcing  the  time  and  date  of 
inspections. 

(2) .  Assistance  in  “ Following  up  ” is  given  in  several  ways, 
more  especially  in  seeing  that  children  wear  spectacles  when  these 
have  been  prescribed. 

(3) .  The  attendances  at  the  Minor  Ailment  Clinic  of  children 
who  are  attending  school  is  facilitated  by  the  teachers  sending 
the  children  to  the  Clinic  after  they  have  been  marked  present 
for  the  morning  session. 

In  one  or  two  of  the  Schools  co-operation  in  the  matter  of 
cleanliness  of  the  children  has  had  very  satisfactory  results. 
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15.  CO-OPERATION  OF  SCHOOL  ATTENDANCE  OFFICER. 

There  is  only  one  School  Attendance  Officer,  who  is  in  daily 
close  personal  touch  with  the  School  Medical  Department,  and 
who  co-operates  in  all  branches  of  the  work. 

The  usual  notices  of  children  excluded  from  or  re-admitted 
to  school  by  the  School  Medical  Officer  are  sent  to  the  School 
Attendance  Committee. 

16.  CO-OPERATION  OF  VOLUNTARY  BODIES. 

The  work  of  the  School  Medical  Department  is  directed  by 
the  Care  Sub-Committee  of  the  Education  Committee.  This 
Committee  consists  partly  of  elected  members  of  the  Town  Council 
and  partly  of  co-opted  members,  and  its  members  visit  the  Schools 
from  time  to  time  to  see  that  their  recommendations  are  carried 
out. 

They  also  assist  in  “ following  up  ” cases  where  treatment 
is  unduly  delayed  by  refractory  parents  and  cases  of  mentally 
defective  children  of  whom  the  parents  are  unwilling  to  take 
advantages  of  the  facilities  offered  by  the  Education  Authority. 

There  is  also  co-operation  with  the  Society  for  Prevention 
of  Cruelty  to  Children,  and  with  the  Distress  Committee,  to  which 
cases  requiring  temporary  assistance  either  in  food  or  clothing 
for  children  attending  the  Public  Elementary  Schools  are  referred. 
Cases  requiring  assistance  are  also  reported  from  time  to  time  to 
the  Charities  administered  by  the  various  religious  bodies  in  the 
City. 

17.  BLIND,  DEAF,  DEFECTIVE,  AND  EPILEPTIC 

CHILDREN. 

Such  children  of  school  age  are  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
School  Medical  Officer  by  teachers,  the  School  Nurses,  or  the 
School  Attendance  Officer. 

Form  4 ID.  of  the  Board  of  Education  is  furnished  by  the 
Head  Teacher  in  respect  of  all  children  who  are  two  or  more  years 
educationally  retarded.  All  children  who  are  abnormal  as  above, 
are  reported  to  the  Education  Authority  and  recommendation 
made  as  to  how  they  should  be  dealt  with. 

As  there  is  no  Special  School  or  Special  Class  in  the  area,  it 
generally  means  that  if  education  is  to  be  provided  the  child  has 
to  be  sent  away  and  the  consent  of  the  parent  is  generally  with- 
held. The  result  is  that  many  educable  mentally  defective  children 
remain  at  the  ordinary  Elementary  Schools,  where  they  are  a 
hindrance  to  the  ordinary  school  work. 


Such  defective  children  as  are  unable  to  attend  school  are 
visited  in  their  homes  from  time  to  time  by  the  School  Nurses. 

18,  19,  20. 

There  are  no  Nursery  Schools.  The  Secondary  and  Con- 
tinuation Schools  are  under  the  control  of  the  County  Education 
Authority. 

21.  EMPLOYMENT  OF  CHILDREN  AND  YOUNG 

PERSONS. 

(1) .  The  employment  of  children  and  young  persons  is  regu- 
lated by  Bye-Laws  which  came  into  force  on  January  1st,  1921. 
All  children  employed  outside  school  hours  are  registered  by  the 
Authority,  and  are  examined  as  specials  at  Routine  Medical 
Inspections  by  the  School  Medical  Officer. 

(2) .  A Medical  Report  based  on  the  latest  available  Inspection 
is  furnished  on  the  Labour  Card  of  each  leaver  child,  for  informa- 
tion of  the  Juvenile  Employment  Committee.  The  Committee 
meets  monthly,  and  the  School  Medical  Officer  attends  in  advisory 
capacity. 

(3) .  No  case  of  injury  to  health  or  physical  development 
occasioned  by  employment  has  been  noted  during  the  year. 

22.  The  School  Medical  Officer  has  filled  in  the  Schedules  sent 
out  by  the  Board’s  Committee  on  Enlarged  Tonsils  and  Adenoids 
in  as  many  cases  as  time  has  permitted. 


23.  PROGRAMME  FOR  THREE  YEARS  COMMENCING 
MARCH,  1927. 

The  following  Memorandum  dealing  with  the  proposals  for 
extending  the  Medical  Services  of  the  Authority  has  been  sub- 
mitted by  the  School  Medical  Officer 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Education  Authority. 

PROGRAMME  FOR  THREE  YEARS  COMMENCING 

1st  APRIL,  1927. 

The  existing  functions  of  the  School  Medical  Service  are 
set  out  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  School  Medical  Officer,  and  con- 
sist mainly  in  supervision  of  the  environment  in  the  Schools, 
Medical  inspection  of  the  children  in  the  three  code  groups,  and 
Medical  and  Dental  treatment  of  certain  special  defects.  There  is 
no  system  of  treatment  of  the  children  in  their  own  homes  by 
the  Officer  of  the  Authority. 
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SCHOOL  PREMISES. 

These  have  been  dealt  with  by  the  Director  of  Education  in 
his  Memorandum  dated  4th  September,  1925.  At  present  only 
one  School  has  Medical  Inspection  Rooms.  This  means  that 
Routine  Medical  Inspection  has  to  be  carried  out  in  a class-room 
or  some  other  room  ill-adapted  for  the  work,  and  in  many  cases 
there  is  dislocation  of  the  general  school  arrangements.  Such 
Medical  Inspection  Rooms,  if  provided  in  all  the  schools,  could 
also  be  used  as  rest-rooms,  special  class-rooms,  or  dining-rooms 
for  children  who  stay  in  school  during  the  mid-day  interval.  The 
provision  of  accommodation  for  the  last-named  purpose  appears 
to  be  urgently  needed  in  Tupsley  School,  where,  I am  informed, 
44  children  remain  in  school  during  that  interval. 

The  question  of  the  provision  of  an  open-air  school  for  ex- 
ceptional children — physically  defective  and  mentally  retarded— 
was  considered  by  the  Authority  before  the  War.  There  are  in 
the  City  nearly  one  hundred  children  who  are  classified  as  dull 
and  backward,  and  about  one-half  that  number  who  are  “ delicate,” 
and  who  would  benefit  by  attendance  at  a school  suited  to  their 
special  needs.  Accommodation  at  such  a school  could  also  be 
found  for  such  mentally  defective  children  as  were  suitable,  pending 
their  placing  in  suitable  Institutions. 

The  accommodation  provided  should  be  in  the  nature  of  some 
light  structure  in  some  open  central  position  in  the  City.  There 
should  be  facilities  for  open  air  education,  with  suitable  protection 
in  all  weathers.  Cloak  rooms,  rest  rooms,  and  a dining  room 
should  be  provided— the  last,  as  most  of  the  children  would  not 
go  home  during  the  mid-day  interval.  Some  form  of  transport 
to  and  from  the  outlying  parts  of  the  town  would  also  be  needed. 

SCHOOL  BATHS  AND  CLEANSING  STATION. 

• 

The  question  of  School  Baths,  and  the  question  of  provision 
of  a “ Cleansing  Station  ” for  verminous  children  should  be  con- 
sidered along  with  the  question  of  Public  Baths,  which  I understand 
is  now  before  the  City  Council. 

ORGANISER  OF  PHYSICAL  TRAINING. 

The  appointment  of  such  an  official  is  now  desirable.  In 
addition  to  ordinary  physical  training,  such  an  official  could  assist 
in  the  treatment  of  cases  requiring  remedial  exercises  to  prevent 
the  further  development  of  certain  physical  deformities  ; such  as 
Hat  feet,  spinal  curvature,  and  faulty  respiration. 


TREATMENT  OF  RINGWORM  OF  SCALP  BY  X RAYS. 


In  a very  large  number  of  areas  the  treatment  of  Ringworm 
of  Scalp  by  means  of  X Rays  is  made  available  for  school  children. 
In  areas  of  the  size  of  Hereford,  such  treatment  is  usually  carried 
out  at  the  Local  Hospital,  at  a fixed  charge  of  three  guineas  per 
completed  case.  This  form  of  treatment  of  Ringworm  of  the 
Scalp  is  now  recognised  to  be  safe,  and  far  more  effective  than  treat- 
ment by  means  of  local  applications  of  ointments,  lotions,  etc. 
It  has  the  further  advantage  of  being  much  shorter  in  duration, 
and  so  the  child  is  not  absent  from  school  for  such  a prolonged 
period. 


ASCERTAINMENT  OF  MENTALLY  DEFECTIVE  CHILDREN. 

In  the  Form  prescribed  by  the  Board  of  Education  for  the 
report  of  such  children  (Form  306  M),  a report  on  a test  of  the 
educable  capacity  of  the  child  has  to  be  furnished  along  the  lines 
of  one  of  the  recognised  methods — Binet  Simon,  Stanford  Rursan. 
In  only  one  school  are  the  results  of  such  tests  submitted  to  me  : 
in  all  other  cases  I have  to  carry  out  the  tests  myself.  This  is 
very  much  to  the  detriment  of  the  child.  The  tests  should  be 
carried  out  by  someone  with  whom  the  child  is  well  acquainted, 
and  should  be  carried  out  only  when  the  child  is  in  a proper  mood. 
I would  recommend  that  in  each  school  one  of  the  teachers  should 
be  detailed  to  carry  out  such  tests  as  required,  and  the  results 
of  such  tests  should  be  made  available  to  you  in  any  subsequent 
report  which  I may  find  it  necessary  to  bring  before  you  in  the 
matter. 


MEDICAL  TREATMENT  IN  THE  HOMES. 

There  is  at  present  under  the  consideration  of  a Government 
Commission  the  question  of  the  extension  of  the  provision  of  medical 
treatment  of  the  dependants  of  persons  insured  under  the  National 
Health  Insurance  Acts.  How  far  this  will  affect  the  School  Medical 
Service,  it  is  difficult  to  say,  but  there  is  ample  evidence  that  the 
medical  treatment  at  the  home  of  conditions  other  than  those 
dealt  with  by  the  Authority’s  School  Medical  Service  is  inadequate. 
In  many  cases,  in  spite  of  advice  given  by  the  School  Medical  Officer 
to  obtain  such  treatment,  no  further  steps  are  faken  by  the  parent, 
and  the  result  is  that  the  original  condition  is  aggravated,  the 
period  of  illness  unnecessarily  prolonged,  and  in  some  cases  con- 
valescence is  incomplete.  The  Committee  may  consider  it  desirable 
for  me  to  defer  making  any  recommendation  on  this  until  the 
report  of  the  aboye-uamed  Commission  has  been  published. 
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SUMMARY. 

I wish  to  recommend  : — 

1.  The  provision  of  suitable  Medical  Inspection  Rooms 
at  all  the  Schools  (except  Lord  Scudamore’s  School). 

2.  The  provision  of  a school  on  open-air  lines  for  ex- 
ceptional children. 

3.  The  provision  of  School  Baths  and  a Cleansing  Station. 

4.  The  provision  of  X Ray  treatment  of  Ringworm. 

5.  The  appointment  of  an  area  organiser  of  Physical 
Training. 

6.  That  arrangements  be  made  for  the  testing  by  the 
teachers  of  the  Educable  Capacity  of  ch’ildren  who  may 
have  to  be  dealt  with  by  the  Authority  under  the 
Mental  Deficiency  Act. 


Signed 

A.  MIDDLETON  BROWN, 


Hereford, 

31s^  December,  1925. 


School  Medical  Officer. 


TABLE  I. 


RETURN  OF  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS  (1925). 

A. — Routine  Medical  Inspections. 
Number  of  Code  Group  Inspections— 


Number 


Entrants 

Intermediates 

Leavers  ...  ...  ...  ... 

• 

...  474 

...  319 

. . . 390 

Total 

...  1183 

of  Other  Routine  Inspections 

52 

B. — Other  Inspections. 

Number  of  Special  Inspections  ... 
Number  of  Re-Inspections 

...  1529 

...  1329 

Total  ... 

...  2,858 

63 

TABLE  IT. 

MEDICAL  INSPECTION  RETURNS. 

A.  Return  of  Defects  found  by  Medical  Inspection  in 
the  Year  ended  31st  December,  1925. 


Routine  Inspections. 

S PEC J AL  Ins PECT 1 ON s . 

No.  of  Defects. 

No. 

of  Defects. 

DEFECT  OR  DISEASE. 

(1) 

Requir- 

ing 

Treat- 

ment. 

(2) 

Requiring  to 
be  kept  under 
observation, 
but  n/ii  g 
requiring 
Treatment. 

(3) 

Re  quir- 
ing 
Treat- 
ment. 

(4) 

f Requiring  to 
be  kept  under 
^observation, 
but  not  J 
requiring 
Treatment. 

(O 

Malnutrition 

156 

Uncleanliness  : 

45 

147 

1 



(See  Table  IV.,  Group  V.) 

Ringworm 

Scalp 

2 

24 

Bodv 

3 

— - 

24 



Skin 

Scabies 

v 3 

1 

6 

— 

Impetigo 

9 

2 

61 

— 

Other  Diseases  (Non-Tuber- 
\ culous) 

— - 

2 

608 

— 

^ Blepharitis 

6 

9 

2 



Conj  unctivitis 

1 

— - 

— - 

— 

Keratitis 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

Eye 

Corneal  Opacities 

— 

3 

— - 

— ■ 

\ 

Defective  Vision  (excluding 
Squint 

16 

22 

112 

1 

Squint 

17 

] 1 

5 

1 

vOther  Conditions 

— 





— - 

{ Defective  Hearing  ... 

2 

23 

30 



Ear 

Otitis  Media  ... 

5 

16 

- — - 

— 

Other  Ear  Diseases... 

— - 

2 

— - 

— 

(Enlarged  Tonsils  only 

18 

89 



. 

Nose 

Adenoids  only 

9 

12 

— 



and 

Enlarged  Tonsils  & Adenoids. 

25 

40 

— 

— 

Throat 

(Other  Conditions 

■ — - 

1 

— 

1 

Enlarged  Cervical  Glands  (Non-Tuber- 
culous) 

8 

156 

— - 

5 

Defective  Speech 

— 

— - 

• — - 

— - 

Teeth- — -Dental  Diseases  ( see  note  a) 

270 

402 

5 

5 

(See  Table  IV.,  Group  IV.) 

Eleart  / Heart  Disease  : 
and  Organic  ... 

26 

Circula- 

Functional 

1 

21 

■ — 

1 

tion 

\ Anaemia 

5 

30 

— - 

1 

64 


Lungs 

"Bronchitis 

Other  Non- Tuberculous 

1 

33 

— - 

1 

Diseases  ... 

— 

1 

. 

* 

Pulmonary  : 

Definite 



- — - 

— . 

— 

Suspected 

— • 

— 

— 

— • 

Non- Pulmonary  : 

Tuber- 

( Elands  ...  ...  ... 

— ■ 

— 

— ■ 

— - 

culosis 

Spine 

— - 

■ — - 

— - 

— ■ 

Hip  

— - 

1 

— - 

— ■ 

Other  Bones  and  Joints.. 

— 

— ■ 

— - 

— 

Skin 



— ■ 

— ■ 

- — ■ 

Other  Forms 

— 

— - 

— ■ 

■ * 

Ner- 

/Epilepsy 





■ — ■ 

vous  { 

Chorea 



— ■ 

— 

— • 

System 

l Other  Conditions 

— - 

— - 

— 

• 

Defor- 

mities 

f Rickets 

20 

1 

Spinal  Curvature 
, Other  Forms 

— 

3 

5 



- — - 

Other  Defects  and  Diseases  ... 

3 

5 

667 

— • 

B.  Number  of  individual  children  (see  note  b)  found  at  Routine 
Medical  Inspection  to  Require  Treatment  (excluding 
Uncleanliness  and  Dental  Diseases.). 


GROUP. 

(1) 

Number  of  Children. 

Percentage  of 
Children  found 
to  require 
Treatment 
{see  note  D) 

(4) 

Inspected 
( see  nolc  C') 

(3) 

Found  to  require 
Treatment. 

(3) 

Code  Groups 

Entrants 

474 

56 

11.8 

Intermediates 

319 

32 

10 

Leavers  ... 

390 

36 

9.2 

Total  (Code  Groups) 

11  S3 

124 

10.4 

Other  Routine  Inspections 

52 

1 1 

21 

NOTES  ON  TABLE  II. 

(a)  The  figures  to  be  included  in  this  space  should  refer  to  the  findings 
of  the  Medical  Officer  and  not  those  resulting  from  dental  inspection  in  the 
schools  by  the  School  Dentist.  The  findings  of  the  School  Dentist  should 
be  recorded  in  Table  IV.,  Group  IV. 

( b ) No  individual  child  should  be  counted  more  than  once  in  this  part 
of  Table  II.,  be.,  under  B,  even  if  it  is  found  to  be  suffering  from  more  than 
one  defect. 

(c)  The  figures  in  this  column  will  of  course  be  the  same  as  those  given 
in  Table  I.  A. 

(d)  The  figure  in  this  column  will  be  the  percentage  of  the  figure  in 
column  (3)  of  that  in  column  (2). 


Table  III.— RETURN  OF  ALL  EXCEPTIONAL  CHILDREN  IN  THE  AREA. 


65 


53 

O 


LO 


to 

r K 


o 

cn 


<v 


^ to 

So 

to  O 

2 

Co  o 


a 


to 


a 


to 


O m 
xn  _£j 

O g 

_4  A 


0^7) 

^/>  T — 1 

r-(  H-T  C 


o 

• rH 

4— > 

+4 

r— I 

4-> 

CO 


£ ^ 

4— > O 

• rH 

5 o 

H O 


<D 


<D 

a 


ft/j  Q/j  rj 

.3  .5  a;  CO 

r— H r ■ * r-4 

^ W ,-h 

fH  f— < J_f  HD 

Cj  a;  O h 
4 — i 4— * 

+j  4J  +J  4-> 

<!<!<}<! 


CO 

a;  ^ 

s I 

c3  mi 

• — i O 

CJ  C/2 

SH  w 

© ft 

xn  4 

r-i  -M 

o a 

o CD 

ms  s 


C/2 

>0 

<D 

ml . 


CD  in  -H 


o 


4->  O 
V“t 

<u  -4 

a h 

bo  bo 


• 4 h 
+0 

4 % 

+->  o 


<D 


a; 


i 

O • 

'4H 

co  co 

»-h 

co  o 
w O 
4 mi 

rl  a 

^ to 


© ft 

to  4 

i—i  -c— * 

o 
o 

mi 

^ 5 

ivt  m 

H h o 


<d 


CD 


<D 


CO  to 

QJ  -— < 

to  o 
co  O 
ct3  pp 

o m 

U v 

O >, 

to  4 


o 4 
O CD 

mi  4 

tf)  CD  to  4 

^ > r— < Ci 


W 


CO 


^ '■  r- 
O) 


o 

cS.^ 

• T— ( I I 

4—1  jt: 

$■4  rH 

CL>  ^ 

(J  < 

co  b/j 


£ Vh 

+->  O 

rH 

CO  ' (H 

5 O 


<D  tO 


a;  5 O 4 

4 — * 4-4 

4->  +J  +J  +4 

<1  <J  <J  <1 


(D  OJ 


< <1  < <1 


^ a ' ' 

4~ « • t— < ^ rH 

'ill  7i  tl  4 
m ’b  '4^ 

CD  -4  XT.  4 

O Ah  pi  o 

h 2; 

bo  bo  ^r; 

H rH  ,4 
.4  -4  (D  O 

^ ^ mi  _ 
4 4 h-1  2 
cj  o O 4 

4-4  4—* 

4->  4->  4-4  4-4 

<r^  <4 


03  0) 


h„  m 
CJD  o 


r-l  xn 

4 to  4 
d 4 x 

H CJ  ^ 

. . 


(D 


, — i m. 

O 4i 
7 O c3 

^ rH  4^ 

■ 5 t!  o 

4 £/}  4 

4 

to 


CD 


b/j  O 

_4  •■+' 

iH  CO  ^ w" 

•4  no  4 

a3  o3  -th 

£ cj  pq 

m n , 
O O 

q-i  ■ — j 

cd  "o  .4 
r7t  O 4-i 

(si  ^ mi  4 

mi_S  a 4 

h CO  PM 


Ctf  ^ c+^ 

4^  o 

H ft 

CO  o 
4 m-<  m 

'h  7)  O 

■ 4 to 
cv3  4 *+h 

*j  ’~4  CO 

ft  CJ 
Vo  ft 


CD  o 42  r-1 

3 4 4. 

"Z  mi  't-J  "4 

cj  *7;  o ftc 
"4->  ^ ^ 

7 ® r1  co 


CC 


to 


4 <d 


rj  m,  • 

• 4 co  4r. 

4 « S 

ft ft 

VH  H v 

O O » 

^ _ 3 

1 <D  o 4 
I 4?  O Cm 
?7  7i  m^  £ 

-j  cs 
4h  tO  P-t 


to 


r^l 
1 ' < 

r— H 

a3 

• tH 

4—* 

VH 

Oj 


PP 


w K'i 

a5  ’cS 

• rH 

<4H  ^-4 

Co  H 

a 


Gj 


ftj  rO  _• 

^ 4h 

^52 

gftft 


66 


o 

hs 


<N  d- 


<N 


to 

p-n 


<M  CD 


CO 


<0 

<r~s 

o 

Cq 


o 


CN 


y 


y 

y 

4H 

y 

A 

>n 

i*  1 < 

i < 

Ctf 

-4-> 

fH 

rH 

y 

4-H 
I d 


VH 

o 


o 

o 

pH 

y 

CO 


y 

cd 

• rH 

4—> 

Vh 

<U 

o 

• rH  ' 

pH 


to 

'o 

O 

dl 

o 

CO 

J. 

Vh 

d 


y p^ 

s w 

pH  * pH 

. y cn  -y 

. r-H  d CO 

'Mop 

PS 

rD  •"£ 

d 


VH 

o 


d xfl 

W d ^ 

>H  d 

do 


o 

O 


CO 

y 

h-h  ; 

Oh  • 

y 

• rH 

Oh  co 

Wo 
o 

d! 
y 
CO 


VH 

O 

4-C 

CO 

r-H 

O 

o 

pH 

rH 

y 

CO 


co 

r—H 

O 

O 

y 

CO 


c$ 

• rH 

y 

y 

Oh 

CO 


o3 

• rH 

y 
y 

Oh 

CO  A 

H 03 

d H . 

Oj 


y rO 

4-  C J 


W/J  (J 

rj  Vh  ^ 
P ycO 

dd  0 
d -y  o 
y 0 d 


<!  <!  <1  <1 


y 

r3; 

5=1 


^ G co 

"d  y 4h 

y 6.S 

y ph  (— h 


O cS 
d y 
^ o . 

(A  l-J  "T" 
OJ  ^ 

^ ^ .t; 

jc>  A o 

c-f 

t— ' O H-n 

•—  H h 

y y 
d y 

.0  rO  — ' 

- d o 


y 

y 

cd 

• rH 

~4— ^ 

Vh 

y 

CJ 

dO 

d : 


y 

H 

rH 

<v 

r-H 

w 

y 

• rH 
r—H 

pO 

d 

Ph 

do’ 


CO 


Vh 

O 

o 

o 

d 

y 

CO 


y 


H—  , 

IS)  ru 


CD 


<1  v5  <!  <! 


y 


<d 


rO  o o 
y d u 

<y 


Cj 

y 

p 

1-4  y 

• rH 
VH 

y o 5 
-y  Th 
<J  y 

P rd 


r-H  P dC. 

y -y  -5 

£ 8 

' ' U 


CJ 

Vh 

QJ 

>> 

cj 

co 


O 

Vh 


bJO 


3 


p^> 

CO 

Oh 

y 


y Oh 

w w 

co 


CO 

r < 

o 

o 

pd 

y 

CO 


rb 

Vh 

oj 


y 

pH 

rH 

rH 

y 

r—H 

fiT 

H-i 

CJ 


bJO 

rH 
rH 
• rH 

rvJ 

pH 

HH 

y 

-y 

-y 

<d 


r- 1 

co 

Oh  . 

y a) 

rd  Vh 

Oh  ^ 

W £ 

C/3 


O o 

Vh  £h 
wh  ^ 

c/3 

• rH 

'on  . 

d 4^ 

• rH  CJ 

Vh  -y 

y rd 
fed  b 


co 


CO 

y 


o 

y 

M-H 

y 

fi 

r^» 

T— H 

c3 

rH 

rH 

y 

H 

rd 


co 

y 

• rH 

-4-> 

Oh 

y 

* rH 

Oh 

W 


67 


CD 

> 

O 

DC 
o , 

cd 

p 


o h 

O P 

- 3 

a 3 
X 
. <u 

s 3 


o 

rH 


Gj 

X 


u 

c ^ 

, t+H 

<3  o 

• 1-1 

c X 

H— 1 Dl 


CD 

> 


3 

P 

CO 


O Vh 

O CC3  .qq 
_p  O <rj 

3 pq  ? 

X a 

CD  <D 

P h a 


o 

3 

cj 

to 


CD 

CO 


P 

'X 


!h 

o 

P 

{H 

oj 

0} 

Vh 

O 

o3 

• i— < 

D( 

o 

+J 

p 


■I  o 

to 


P 


PD  <D 
P r0 
CD  .,-< 

P d 


'-C-I 

o 


Pm 


X 2 

Dc  <PP 


CO 


P 

X 

-H 

<j 


Xc 


Dc 

CD 

cj 

-4-* 

-Ip 


CD  X 

PD  1 
PT  P 
O +-* 
SP 

X 2 

Co  W 

ft  Jd 

ID 

<3.2 
P 3 

^ r-t 

CJ  2 

a 3 


o 


co 


co 

rj 


Dc 

O 


to 

3 : 

o • 

3 

cj 

^ CO 

> < 

.2  o 

x 2 

,<  3 

rH  CJ  ,_, 

55  X O 

3 H ° 

n 3 


to 


2 3 

3x 


P 


(D 

HP 


X -X 


O 

o 

-1  3 

a;  X 

- 2 

V VH 

-+->  +-> 
X X 


Jp  , H-> 

<D  cP  •’H 

n,  u w +t 

2csi  p 2 

^-jp  Oh 

« *rH  ' 

CO  ^ ^ VH 

2 52  PP  3 o 

^ ^ q a n 

<D  D H h 

3 3 3 H 3 

r-H  tH  ^ 

-4-*  -*— 1 (LJ  0> 

)H  ^ 3 h 

cl/  a;  p-»  03  c 

U U H o s 

-4-J  -4->  4->  4->  4-> 

3 3 3 < < 


2 
i 3 


x> 

3 


<D 

D-_ 

O 

Jh 

a. 

p l 

c3 

r— H 

P T 

3 u 
PD  P 
co  O 

ffi  W 

^ <D 
Dc  rt 

o 3 

2 1H 

m o 

3 3 
p +j 

2 3 

P CJ 

!^W 


o 

o 

CD 

X 


: o 


; to 

T— H 

O 

O 

PP 

: x 


CO 


D o 


PD 

PDr 


2 

p *P 

D— ' O 


CO 

PP^ 

CD 

X 


O co 

3 

o 


<D 


CO 


O 


<d  a 

rH  i-H 

« .tP 

^ 8 

^ pp 

u r2 

CD  X 


a3 


m 

O 


c3 

• H 
+-> 

(D 

^3 

CO 

<D 


CJ 

to 

PD 

PD 

• ^ H 

o3 


K2fi 


CJ 


^ pp  o 

Ph  3 pp 

+J  +J  +J 

<1 


^ 2 

cd  S 

D 

r ■ < 

w 


: o 

• r- 1 

■+J 

4-» 

• rH 

co  •+-* 

S 2 

O PP 


pP  u 

-P  o 


2 g 

r~<  Q 

^ PP 

H 0 

QJ  X 


ro  TP  PP 

CD  <D  CD 

yp  up  gp  .2 

• rH  • rH  • rH  t_h 

-t-*  4->  _Q 
D D D a 

<D  <J  <D  P 

u u u pq 


-H  -H  -H  -H 


cO 


to 

O 


^ r- 

CJ  2 


<D 

> 


P 


CJ  (> 

p w 


o3^ 

PP 

33 


co 

C 


CU 

CU'r  ■ 
— 0 0 

fl 


Vh 

03 


- 2 

CO  ’ — ' 

O ^ 


c3 

r~H 

o 


0 

> fP  2 

•rH  PP 

-H  P P 

g^ 
3 S 
3 2s  3 

” Pj  P 

0 

3 


p4 


o 

<D 

M-l 


CJ 

CD 


*->  p 
. p p 
p D --H 

C D u_>  P 

rH  _j  rJ 
-H  CU  i-P 

CD  ' — 1 M 


<D 

P 


2 

P 

p 


P 


P cn 

o 3 

*3 

»H 

0 

3 p 
3^ 


S 2 

5 2 


H 

S aP 

CD  +j 

dc  -r* 

r7^  ^ 

r-H  ^ 

•P  <D 

rP  CO 

cj  o 

Tj  -H 

3 fp 

CD  P 
CD^P 


gjt-i  o 

M-H 


P rP 

P ■+-* 

•T-i  . rH 

_ > 


PO 

P 

• rH 

Jh 

0 


<v 

CO 

g cp 

CO  fH 

. T-<  I—* 

CO 


<3 


0 

CO 

c3 

0 

CO 


a 

3 »=J 


p 


p 

<D 

Dh 

pp 

rp 

jp 

CJ 


<D  Pd 
co 

O ^ 

DC 

P 
CD 

CO  rj 


u 3 
p 3 
33 


<v 

DC 

(D 

<D 

CO 


CJ 


co 

CD 

i 


CD 

<D 


M-c 


CD 


P 


3 

<D 

• i-H 

CO 

JP 

3 


68 


TABLE  IV. 

TREATMENT  OF  DEFECTS  OF  CHILDREN  DURING  1925 

The  following  statement  should  cover  a period  of  twelve  consecutive 
months.  Whenever  this  period  does  not  coincide  with  the  calendar  year 
(1st  January — 31st  December)  the  period  to  which  the  returns  refer  should 
be  stated. 


The  methods  adopted  for  Treatment  and  the  general  results  obtained 
should  be  included  in  the  body  of  the  Report. 

A.  — -TREATMENT  OF  MINOR  AUGMENTS. 


Disease  or  Defect. 

Number  of 

Children 

Referred 

for 

Treat- 

ment. 

Tj 

reated. 

Under 

Local 

Education 

A uthority’s 
Scheme. 

Other- 

wise. 

Total. 

Skin — - 

Ringworm-Head 

24 

21 

o 

O 

24 

Ringworm-Body 

24 

24 

— ■ 

24 

Scabies 

6 

5 

1 

6 

Impetigo  ... 

61 

60 

1 

61 

Minor  Injuries  ... 

196 

185 

1 1 

196 

Other  skin  disease 

412 

398 

14 

412 

Ear  Disease  ... 

30 

30 

— 

30 

Eye  Disease  (external  and  other)  ... 

1 09 

99 

10 

109 

Miscellaneous 

667 

349 

311 

660 

TABLE  IV. 
GROUP  II. 


DEFECTIVE  VISION  AND  SQUINT  (excluding  Minor  Eye  Defects 


treated 

as  Minor 

Ailments,  Group  I). 

Number  of  Defects  dealt  with. 

Defect  or  Disease. 

Under 

the 

Submitted  to  refrac- 
tion by  private 
practitioner  or  at 

Other- 

A uthority’s 

Hospital  apart  from 

wise. 

Total. 

(l) 

Scheme. 

(2) 

the  Authority’ s 
Scheme. 

(3) 

(A 

(3) 

Errors  of  Refraction 

(including  Squint)  ... 

53 

1 



54 

Total 

53 

1 

— • 

54 

69 


Total  number  of  children  for  whom  Spectacles  were  prescribed 

(a)  Under  Authority’s  Scheme 

(b)  Otherwise 

Total  number  of  children  who  obtained  or  received  Spectacles 

(a)  Under  Authority’s  Scheme 

( b ) Otherwise 


47 

48 
1 

46 

45 

1 


GROUP  III. 

TREATMENT  OF  DEFECTS  OF  NOSE  AND  THROAT. 


NUMBER  OF  DEFECTS. 


Received  Operative  Treatment. 

By  Private 

Under  the 

Practitioner  or 

Received 

A uthority’s  Scheme 

Hospital  apart  from 

other 

Total 

in  Clinic  or 

the  Authority’ s 

T otal. 

forms  of 

number 

Hospital. 

Scheme. 

treatment. 

treated. 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

10 

o 

12 

— - 

12 

GROUP  IV. 

DENTAL  DEFECTS. 


Tot  at 2,238 

47 

2,285 

(b)  Found  to  require  treatment  ...  ...  ...  ...  965 

( c ) Actually  treated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  473 

(d)  Re-treated  during  the  year  as  the  result  of  periodical 

examination  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  276 


1)  Number  of  children  who  were  : — - 
(a)  Inspected  by  the  Dentist 


Aged  5 

r* 

O 

7 

8 
9 

10 
1 1 
12 

13 

14 


Specials 


289  \ 
190 
235 
200 
250 
234 
262 
207 
214 
157  ) 


Grand  Total 


70 


Dental  Defects — cont. 


(2) 

Half-days  devoted  to — • 

Inspection  ... 

17  V 

Total  ... 

83 

Treatment  ... 

66  / 

(3) 

Attendances  made  by  children  for  treatment  ... 

• • • • • • 

931 

.4) 

Fillings — 

Permanent  Teeth 

333  ! 

Total  ... 

339 

Temporary  Teeth 

6 ( 

(3) 

Extractions — • 

Permanent  Teeth 

35  V 

Total  ... 

Temporal  Teeth 

310  7 

345 

(G 

Administrations  of  general  anaesthetics  for 

extractions- 

Nil. 

(7) 

Other  operations — * 

Permanent  Teeth 

230  \ 

Total  ... 

256 

Temporary  Teeth 

26  / 

\ 

GROUP  V. 

UNCLEANLINESS  AND  VERMINOUS  CONDITIONS. 

1.  Average  number  of  visits  per  School  made  during  the  year 

by  the  School  Nurses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6.5 

2.  Total  number  of  examinations  of  children  in  the  Schools  by 

the  School  Nurses — - 

Individuals  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,819 

Total  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  9,905 

3.  Number  of  individual  children  found  unclean  ...  ...  510 

4.  Number  of  children  cleansed  under  arrangements  made  by 

the  Local  Education  Authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

5.  Number  of  cases  in  which  Legal  Proceedings  were  taken — • 

(а)  Under  the  Education  Act,  1921  ...  ...  Nil. 

(б)  Under  the  School  Attendance  Byelaws  ...  5 
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Diseases,  Notifiable  31 
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Dried  Milk  ...  ...  27 
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32 
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